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The first Europeans to settle in the area now known as Locust
Valley, built their houses along Bayville Road and in part of
what is now Mill Neck. By the late 1600's, their children were
building their homes along Oyster Bay Road. It was about 1800
when people began building along Buckram Road.

In the 1860's, the Long Island Rail Road extended to our area,
and it brought many changes. The name of the community was
changed from Buckram to Locust Valley. More people, from more
places came to live here and more tourists came to visit. We

will see evidence of some of these changes as we walk through
the village today.
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152 FOREST AVENUE
FARRELL HOUSE

The Farrell House was built in 1920-1921 by William Reinhart
for Joseph and Mary Farrell. It was the first house in Locust
Valley to be built on Forest Avenue. Originally the property
went all the way to Weir Lane, and north almost all the way

to what is now North Street The land west of the Farrell's
was either cow pastures or woodland.

The Farrels grew apples, pears, cherries, raspberries, and
grapes. They also kept chickens.

MATINECOCK BANK

Now Fleet, the Matinecock Bank opened for business in January
1924. It was then located on Birch Hill Road. 1In the 1930's
the bank moved to its current location, then a new building
designed by architect Bradley Delehanty.

LONG ISLAND RAILROAD TOWER

During the day, and until the last train left at night, someone
was always on duty at the tower. George B. Thomas, for whom
Thomas Park is named, served in this role for many years.

The tower is now Nassau County Police Booth D, and demonstrates

a unique and creative example of architectural preservation
and adaptive re-use.

FIRST LOCUST VALLEY TRAIN STATION

The first passenger station was a relatively small Gothic Revival
style building. When it was replaced by the current station,

the old station was moved to Cocks Lane, and it is now a
residence.



There was also a separate freight depot. Products from near
and far were brought by train from New York City to Locust

Valley. From Locust Valley, produce and canned goods from the
nearby cannery were taken back to the city.

NASSAU-SUFFOLK LUMBER YARD

A lumber yard has been in business at this location for at least
100 years. Of course, there have been several different
proprietors over time.

DEPOT HOTEL

Now the office of Prudential Realty, this hotel was probably
built to accommadate passengers from the railroad. Later it

became a gas station and car repair business which still operates
at the rear of the building.

RED BARN THEATER

In the 1930,s summer stock players performed Broadway plays
for local people and tourists. Some of the lead roles were
played by well known stars. The barn was located behind the
Depot Hotel, and was torn down several years ago.

GOELZ DRUG STORE

Founded in 1918, this pharmacy also had a soda fountain and
sold ice cream. (Helen Simons will talk about Goelz)

2-4 BIRCH HILL ROAD
POGGI'S FOOD STORE

Advertisements on the building show that Poggi sold vegetables
and TipTop bread. He undoubtedly sold many other food products.

Poggi also rented a room on the third floor of his building

to the Firling Athletic Club. Founded in November 1910, the
first officers were Charles Firling President, Thomas Murphy
Vice President, Thomas Wade Treasurer, and John White Team

Captain. Poggi was also a member. They were especially fond
of baseball, which they played well into the fall. They also
purchased a basket ball and had a punching bag
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In 1913 they they formed a brass band, and soon after both the
band and the baseball team merged with the Fire Department.

On June 15, 1928, Poggi's building was completly destroyed by
fire.

20 BIRCH HILL ROAD

An old photograph shows the logo on this building was that of
the White Star Yeast Company.

32 BIRCH HILL ROAD
FIRST LOCUST VALLEY POST OFFICE

From c. 1730 to the mid 1800's Locust Valley was called Buckram,
and the center of the village was located along Oyster Bay and
Buckram roads. The earliest use of the name Locust valley was
in 1854, but apparently it was not accepted right away. By

the time the Long Island Rail Road reached the area in 1867,

the village was known as Locust Valley.

The first Locust Valley Post Office was located here, Mrs. Woods
was the postmisstress. This building was originally a house
and was later added on to, probably in several additions. 1If

you look at it from a distance you can see the peak of the roof
and the chimney.

MAX LEVI'S WAY INN AND HOTEL

Now the Locust Valley Florist and Country Browsery, an old
photograph confirms the story that Levi's customers enjoyed
their beer. For some reason, Levi also supplied travel

information; the sign shown in the photo says, "Jericho 7 miles,
Bayville 4 miles".

CORNER OF BUCKRAM AND BIRCH HILL ROADS

Today known as Caminari's, in 1897 this structure was the Weeks
Hotel owned by Edwin A. Weeks. By 1900, Edward S. Weeks was
the hotel's proprietor. Supplies for the hotel came from many
different places. Cigars were supplied by H.E. Albertson of
Riverhead, most of the beer and liquor was shipped from New

York by train. Over the years, this building has undergone
many changes.

Does anyone have an early photograph of this building?



TREASURED TIMES

At one time, this building housed the A&P. Next door was Graham's
garage. The gas pump stood right on the sidewalk.

COLEMAN HOUSE

The Coleman house was taken down a number of years ago. Mr.
Coleman took in boarders. He was also in charge of the Locust
Valley Cemetery. Later, Frank Ketcham, who was also in charge
of the cemetery, lived here with his family.

83-91 BIRCH HILL ROAD

For many years there was a garage here. The first owner was
Albert Dilg. Later it was operated by the Simons Brothers,
Eddie Dalidowicz and Al Meyer.

HENRY WAGNER'S STORE

The structure you see in the old photograph of Wagner's store
has been built over and is now inside Oster-Jensen. Look
carefully and you can see the gable. Henry Wagner sold
stationery, fruit, grocery, confection, and ice cold soda.
This store also had a soda fountain.

149 BIRCH HILL ROAD

This is the original site of the Matinecock Bank (now Fleet).
Until recently, one could see, on the south side of the building,
the bars on the windows that protected the bank. Later Peirano's
grocery store was located here. It is now The Main Ingredient.

LOCUST VALLEY LEADER
At one time this building housed the second Locust Valley Post

Office. It was the home of John Rosenburg and his family before
becoming the headquarters of The Locust Valley Leader.
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