THE ORIGINS OF BUCKRAM

Julia Clark

October 1984



THE ORIGINS OF BUCKRAM
Julia Clark

The name Buckram might be forgotten today except for Buckram Road
which runs eaét through Locust Valley from its intersection with
Bireh Hill Road, past the library and firehouse, to its meeting with
Bayville Road. It is the area east of the intersection with Bayville
Road and extending along Oyster Bay Road at least as far as Duck Pond
Road that was first known as Buckram. The origin of the name has never
been well explained, although several historians have stated they
believe it evolved from the English name Buckenham. It first appeared
officially in the Oyster Bay Town Records when George Frost was
selected Commissioner of Highways "for Buckeram" in 1711. But the
presence of two houses on the north side of the road, between
Bayville Road and Kaintuck Lane, indicates that the area was settled
considerably earlier. Both of these houses are believed to have been
built in the 1690's.

To fully understand the origins of Buckram, it is first necessary
to review the settlement of Matinecock to the north, most of which is
now in Lattingtown. In the "Seven Purchase Deeds" of June 1667, Robert
Williams, John Dyer, William Simson, Henry Reddocke, Christopher
Hawxhurst, Matthew Priar, and Nathan Birdsall purchased from Matinecock
Indians much of the land between East or Morgan's Island and Mill

Neck Creek. In February 1667, Matinecock Indians deeded to Captain



John Underhill about 150 acres of land along Mill Neck Creek. The deed
for this land does not give a precise description, but states 6n1y

that it was south of Corn Creek and ranged as far west as_Nathan
Birdsall's lgt. Captain Underhill subsequently assigned a portion of
his land to his brother-in-law, John Feke. In 1669, James Cock
purchased the remaining land bordering on the creek, north of Priar's
and Birdsall's lands. William Simson assigned his land to William Frost
in 16%4, and by the same year Samuel and Joseph Weeks had inherited

the land of Henry Reddocke, their father-in-law. In 1678, John
Underhill 2nd. purchased one of Matthew Priar's 10%5. These were the
first European settlers in the area. The entire neck of land was known
then as Matinecock, and the eastern sector was also called Killingworth
upon Matinecock.

A map of early Oyster Bay drawn by John Cox, Jr. (map 1) shows the
house lots of Reddocke, Hawxhurst, Priar, and Birdsall as having been
on the south side of the "road to Hog Island", known today as Bayville
Road. However, there is considerable evidence that indicates that all
of their original house lots extended no farther south than Corn
Creek (map 2), and that the houses of Reddocke and Hawxhurst, and later
of the Weeks, were on the north side of the road. This is important to
note because if the Cox map were correct, then Henry Reddocke's house
lot would have been the first coloniai purchase in the Buckram area.

It was not.

As the first homesteads at Matinecock became well established, their
owners sought to expand their land holdings. At that time there were no
banks, land was a safe and a good investment. It is probable that the
Indian population was diminishing, and that would have brought more

opportunities to buy indian lands. Also, the first settlers sought more

property so that they could offer new homesteads to their children. lost
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MAP 1

Early Matinecock, Musketa Cove, and areas gsouth as drawn by
John Cox, Jr.
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MAP 2

An altered version of the Cox map showing the original house lots
north of Corn Creek.



of these secondary land purchases were to the south of Matinecock.

From 1682 to 1625, there were several land purchases by residents
of Matinecock. Some of these purchases must have included land in the
Buckram area, but unfortunately the wording of many deeds is too vague
to be sure of their locations. One deed, however, seems clearly to
have been for land in the Buckram area, that for a gift of fifty acres
from Matinecock Indians to Henry Bell and his wife Jane. The Matinecocks
gave the land to Jane and Henry Bell because she was an Indian, and
the land was requested for "a Setlement". The property is described as
being "...upon Matenacock at or by ye Streame called by ye name of
Chagechageing Swomp on ye west Side of ye High way to Matenacock...".
Henry Bell sold this land to Nathan Birdsall in 1687, and the description
in that deed is even more specif?c; “...A tract...of Land Lying & being
in Matenacock aforesd at or by ye Streame called by ye Name of
Chechaging Swamp on ye west Side of ye Highway to Matenacock; And
Bounded by ye Sd Highway on ye East on ye north by ye Brook;...". As
the Cox map shows, this property was south of Chagechagon Brook, which
once ran more or less parallel with Buckram Road, and west and south of
today's Oyster Bay Road. As the deed does not mention a dwelling or any
building, it is most likely that Henry Bell and his wife never settled
there. What the deed also tells us is that at that time the area was
still considered a part of Katinecock, that there was a road from the
Buckram area to Matinecock, and that Nathan Birdsall also owned the
land directly to the south of Bell's.

There is a record of a 1696 sale of land by John Feke which is most
enlightening with regard to many questions about the Buckram area. It

is given here in full as it appears in the Oyster Bay Town Records:



9
Book B

Matenacock ye 10: of ye first Moneth: 1696 : (10 Mar. 1696/7 )
Know all men whom this may any wayes Concerne that I John
* ffeke of Matenacock in Queens County on Long Island do Sell &

make over unto Steven Burdsall Henry Burdsali, John prior Wil-
liam Hawxhurst Samuel Weekes,, Joseph Weekes, all of ye above
named place, I Say I have Sold from me my Heires or Assignes
to them their Heires or Assignes forever ali my right title & In-
terest in a Certaine $cell of Land Lying between the rere of their
Lotts & Chechagin Brook, And do bind my Self my Heires or As-
signes to Defend them their Heires or Assignes free from Mo-
lestation by virtue of a Deed by virtue of a2 Deed made by ye
Indians to Captaine John Underhill, In witnes hereof I Sett to
my hand & Seal g . :
Signed Sealed & dd in ' John ffeke O
the p'sence of us: .
William.Crooker: Moses ffoarman

And we ye above named $ties in Considration thereof do Grant
unto ye above named John ffeke his Heires or Assignes forever,
an open High Way of two rod wide a Cross our Lotts as bounded '
by us in witnes hereof wee Sett to our hand & Seal
Signed Sealed in ye prsence Samuel Weekes

of us & dd : Joseph Weekes
William Crooker, Moses florman  William X Hawxhurst
" his marke
John Prior

‘ the marke (S) of
Steven Burdsall
Henry X Burdsall

his marke

00 O 000

This relatively short document gives us alot of information. First, it
indicates that the land on the north side of Chagechagon Brook had
belonged at one time to Captain John Underhill. Ag Captain Underhill
died in September of 1672, it must be assumed that he acquired it before
that date. Unfortunately, the deed does not say how John Feke was
authorized to sell the land. Had Underhill assigned this land to him?
Had Feke bought the land from one of Captain Underhill's children? The
wording of the deed at least implies that the Property had been assigned
to Feke by Underhill, but there is no remaining record of the original
deed from Indians to Underhill, and no remaining record of the transfer
to Feke. It is a mystery. Never-the-less, the purchasers apparently
believed Feke held a legitimate title. The deed of sale tells us thig

portion of land in the Buckram area had been owned by colonial settlers



from 1672 at the latest.

Secondly, this document states very clearly that the purchasers were
buying land "...between the rere (rear) of their Lotts & Chechagin Brook."
So although it does not tell exactly how far south their lots extended
before the purchase, it does prove that none of the lots had previously
reached as far south as Chagechagon Brook. It should be noted that
Samuel Weeks, the brother of Joseph, who had inherited half of Reddocke's
land, had moved to Musketa Cove by 1696. The Samuel Weeks mentioned in
this sale may be Joseph's son.

Thirdly, the agreement by the purchasers to allow "an open High Way"
across their lots also gives a date for the origin of Feeks Lane.

Some insight into the settlement of the Buckram area can be gained
by speculating on how John Feke had been using the land before he sold
it. In 1694, Feke had built a saw mill at "Beaver Swamp Crlgk", now
Beaver Dam, with three partners, Henry Townsend, Jr., Samuel Birdsall,
and William Birdsall. Henry Townsend, Jr. provided some of the land for
the mill, and most likely he was the miller as well. The Birdsalls may
have provided some investment capital, but it is more likely that they
provided lumber from their wooded properties. In February 1693/4,

Nathan Birdsall, Sr. had assigned the land that had been Henry Bell's

to his sons, Samuel, William, and Natha;: Jr. . It is not unreasonable

to suppose that Feke and the Birdsalls were cutting trees in the Buckram
area and floating them down Chagechagon Brook to Beaver Brook and on to
the ml%l. After two or three years, the property would no longer have
been valuable for lumbering, but would have been ready for new homesteads.
Perhaps part of what motivated the Weeks, William Hawxhurst, John Priar,
and Steven and Henry Birdsall to buy the land was the fact that it had

already been cleared of large trees. As an added attraction, new houses



could then have been built with timbers and boards delivered from the
saw mill by carts using Feke's new highway. It is no coincidence that
the two oldest houses in the Buckram area have been dated to the 1690's.
In fact, it is very likely they were built shortly after John Feke's
1696 sale of land to his Matinecock neighbors.

An enlarged section of the revised version of the Cox map shows

approximately how the Matinecock lots would have been extended to

Chagechagon Brook. According to this map, one of the early Buckram

apunf
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houses would have been on the Weeks lot, and the other was probably

on the Hawxhurst lot. Oyster Bay Town Records provide more information.

13
On May 2, 1698, Joseph Weeks, Sr. granted parcels of land to his sons

Joseph, Jr. and Samuel on the condition that each of them pay "...the
sum of six shillings Yearely and Every year to be paid to my Dauvghter

Martha...". Samael Weeks received, among other lands, "...all my



home Lott of Land Northward ffrom ffeekses 0ld ffoot path Including all
Ye remaining part of my Land and meadow Lying and belonging to my
Homsteed Excepting that south End which I have Disposed of to my son
Joseph...". Joseph Weeks, Sr. reserved his rights to the land during
his life. He also stipulated that "...after my Deceas I do reserve
power and priviledge for my now wife Hannah ¥yt During her widdowhood to
make use of all ye North End of my home Lott ffrom ffexes new Cart path...".
So although Samuel was granted all the northerly portion of the home
lot, he apparently only had use of that land between Feke's new cart
path and Feke's old path until the deaths of his father and step-mother.
It is not now known where Feke's 0ld path was located.

Joseph Weeks, Jr. received, along with other lands, "...all the South
End of my home Lott ranging so far Northward ye whole Breadth of the
Lott as ffeekses old Cartpath...". This was the portion of the extended
lot bordering on Chagechagon Brook, in the Buckram area. It apﬁears
that Joseph, Jr. built a house on his land, according to a 1702 entry
in town records:

. 14
Item A Highway Laid outt from Joseph Weekeses Jun™ up a
Long on ye North Side of Chachagan Swampe untill itt Comes to

ye Highway that goes from Matenacock to south of ffour rods
wide throughoutt

This later entry is even more specific:
15

(p.20)--Oyster bay January ye 13t 1724/5

Wee Whose Names are here Underwritten being Commisoners
Appointed by An Actt of Assemble for Laying oute of ye High-
ways In oysterbay haveing this Day Laid oute A Highway As fol-
loweth begin{ninyg att ye high way yt Coms from Matenicock to
oysterbay by J{o)seph wedeYkes house where he formerly Lived
begining att ye Above Said way Near ye above Said house on ye
North Side of Cahgeagan Swampe Runing by ye Swampe o o o

Joseph Weeks, Jr. had a house in the Buckram area which was probably

built between 1698 and 1702. If;remains to be proven whether either of



the o0ld houses present today at Buckram was built by Joseph Weeks, Jr.
The available information on the Hawxhursts is much more vague. It
was William Hawxhurst, son of Christopher, who purchased land in the
Buckram area from John Feke in 1696. In 1702 Willlgm, in "...consideration
of my Naturall Affections and Brotherly Love...", granted all of his
lands in the “Yown of Oyster Bay to Samson Hawxhurst, his brother. But,
William reserved his right to use the lands until his death, at which
time all would go to Samson or his "Lineal Heires". William's gift of
land must have included the property on Chagechagon Brook, however
Samson Hawxhurst, Sr. does not seem to have lived in the Buckram area.
It was not until much later that Samson Hawxhurst, son of Samson, Sr.,
lived in Buckram. He was elected Commissioner of Highways "for Buckerham"
in 1742 and 1%13. A portion of a 1788 deed of sale by Charles Feeks
confirms the later presence of the Hawxhursts at Buckram. It reads in
part; "...a Certain peice of Swamp Lying in the Township of oysterbay
aforesaid Lying and being between mill neck and buckram below the mill
that Samson Hawxhurst formly owned...beginning at a Small Rock upon the
North Side of the Brook...known by the name of Chikgoon Brook from thence
easterly along éaid Brook until it Comes Down to Joseph Hauxhurst
Bridge...". Had this property remained in the Hawxhurst family since
16962 All research to this date has been unable to uncover the answer.
There is a considerable amount of information available on the
settlement of the area around the intersection of today's Duck Pond Road
and Oyster Bay Road. This region was also a part of Buckram. In December
1684, Nathan Birdsggl purchased from Matinecock Indians a large tract
of land on the corner of what is now Duck Pond Road and Ojster Bay Road,

and bounded on the north by Henry Bell's land. Birdsall assigned this
20

land, in February 1693, to his sons, Samuel, William, and Nathan, Jr.

The Birdsalls probably cut trees for the saw mill from this land also.



In July 16395, John Dewsbury sold to Samuel Birdsall land on the

north side of Beaver Brook, and of today's Upper Francis Pond. Isaac
21
Horner had first purchased this land in 1682 (dark area on map). In the
22
Dewsbury deed, the land is described
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as being, "...a small distance east-
ward from ye now dwelling house of -
sd Samuel,...". This establishes that
Samuel Birdsallvwas living in the

Buckram area by 1695. The house is
apparently no longer standing. In a
later deed, when Samuel Birdsggl sold
his property +to James Cock, Jr. in
1713/14, it is stated that Samuel Birdsall was a weaver and that his
brother had owned the land just to the north which was later sold to
William Carpenter.

Sometime after the purchase from Dewsbury, Samuel Birdsall built a
mill, or possibly two, on the brggk. There are reports that he owned
both a grist mill and a fulling mill, but there are no town records of
either one. In 1702, William Frgst, Sr. had or was intending to build
a fulling mill, probably somewhere below Birdsall's. George Frost, the
first Commissioner of Highways "for Buckeram", purchased both a grist
mill and a fulling mill "upon the stream called the Show (Shu) Brook"
from his father and uncle in October, $$29.

The presence of weavers, Samuel Birdsall and at least two sons of
James Cock, Jr., and the presence of one and possibly two fulling mills,
raises an interesting question. The name Buckram was apparently not used
until 1%;0. Before that the area had been considered a rart of Matinecock.
NMost of those living in the area in 1730 and after were grandchildren

of the first settlers. Is it likely that these third generation



colonials would have selected an o0ld English name, Buckenham, for
their community? Or, is it possible that the area came to be known as
Buckram because buckram was being made there? This question can be
answered only through further research.

The aim of this study has been to uncover the origins of the
settlement of Buckram. To some extent this goal has been accomplished.
The first colonial purchase dates have been established for much of the
area. It has been noted that most of the first purchasers were the first
settlers of Matinecock, and that many of the first settlers of Buckram
were the children of Matinecock settlers. The Buckram area Began with
the expansion of family farms and homesteads, yet it also seems to have
developed in conjunction with local industry and manufacture. It was
first called Matinecock, the name Buckram appeared in the 1730's.

However, this study is just a beginning. In many instances it has
raised as many questions as it has answered. Clearly much more research
1s needed to uncover all of the details of the origins of Buckram and

to fully document its development.

10



FOOTNOTES

All maps are from the John Cox, Jr. map of Oyster Bay (original at
Oyster Bay Town offices). The copies were made from the endpaper of
Van S. Merle-Smith's book, The Village of Oyster Bay, Its Founding
and Growth from 1653 to 1700.
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OBTR = QOyster Bay Town Records
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OBTR, Vol. IV, p. 304.
Cocks, p. 379.
Cocks, p. 292.
Cocks, p. 381.

Some evidence is presented here, but there is also evidence in the
town records. For example, in March 1714/15, Samson Hawxhurst sold
Matinecock property to his cousin Samuel Weeks; the deed describes
the land as "...one Certain parcell of Land Scituate Lying and being
att Metinicock Lying on ye North Side of the highway Way that Leads
from Joseph Weekes Senr East Ward and bounded on the South by the
aforesd highway and to Extend in breadth of a Lott and a half
Northward So far as to Contian a Lott and a half as was formerly
Laid out ye sd Lott is that wch was formerly my father Christiopher
hauxes and the sd half Lott is that wch I bought of George Weekes
and was formerly henry Redducks....".

OBTR, Vol. -III, p. 458.

See besides those given in this paper:
Cocks, p. 10 1682 Indian deed of sale to James Cock
Cocks, p. 11 1684 Indian deed of sale to James Cock for land on
the south side of today's Duck Pond Road

OBTR, Vol.I, p. 476 March 13, 1685/86 Indian deed of sale to
seventeen Matinecock residents

OBTR, Vol.I, p. 475 March 26, 1685/86 Indian deed of sale for
"all unsold land"

OBTR, Vol.I, pp. 313-314. The Bell deed is dated February 19, 1683/84.
OBTR, Vol.I, p. 385.
OBTR, Vol.I, p. 501.

10. Cocks, p. 288.

11. OBTR, Vol.I, pp. 385-386.

12. OBTR, Vol.I, 627-628. According to early Dutch accounts, both

Beaver Brook and Chagechagon Brook were navigable.



13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22,
23.
24.
25.

26.

27.

FOOTNOTES

OBTR, Vol.II, +the deed to Joseph pp. 190-191,
the deed to Samuel pp. 214-216.

OBTR, Vol.III, p. 143.
OBTR, Vol.IV, p. 406.

OBTR, Vol.II, pp. 541-542. |
OBTR, Vol.IV, p. 308.

OBTR, v§1.1v, p. 686.

OBTR, Vol.I, pp. 502-503.
OBTR, Vol.I, pp. 503-504.
OBTR, Vol.I, p. 146.

OBTR, Vol.II, pp. 233-234.
OBTR, Vol.III, pp. 342-344.
Frost, p. 11.

OBTR, Vol.I, p. 474.

OBTR, Vol.IV, p. 317.

Frost, p. 12, and Cocks, p. 1. Both give 1730 as the date of the
first appearance of the name Buckram.
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