Operation Democracy -

Locust Valley -~ Sainte-Mere Eglise

Executive Committee's Report to Locust Valley

"Have you ever heard of Locust Valley?" Whenever Mr. Jean
Schweckler of our village asked this question in Sainte-Mere-Eglise, France,
the reply was "Of course we know about Locust Valley!" And Mr. Schweckler
says that as they spoke, people's eyes 1lit up and their faces beamed.

Mrs. Renaud's enclosed poem "Locust Valley" expresses very
beautifully this feeling of friendship. It seems that through our affiliation
with the fine people of Sainte-Mere-Eglise we are successfully carrying out the
purpose of Operation Democracy, which is to promote the good will and under-
standing so essential to World Peace.

Activities - November, 1949 - November, 1950

1. ZLast Christmas our school children exchanged cards
with the school children of Sainte-Mere-Eglise. Prizes
were given here for the best cards, both for their artistic
qualities and the written messages they contained.

2. The committee sent over-a large number of pencils
marked "Sainte-Mere-Eglise - Locust Valley" for dis-

tribution in the schools (see enclosed letter from the
Mayor).

3. In the Spring, a shipment of clothing was sent to Mrs.
Whitridge for distribution in Chantilly, France. Mrs.
Whitridge, a former Locust Valley resident, sent word
that there were many people in Chantilly still in dire
need and they were extremely grateful for what we sent
them.

Before clothing is shipped overseas, Mrs. Hemmings
at the Locust Valley School always takes out any clothes
‘that are needed for our own children.

4, The second Locust Valley Art Show was held in May and
was most popular and successful (see the enclosed report).

5. TFunds disbursed - $266.34, representing one-half the
net proceeds of the Art Show was given to the Locust Valley
Boys Clubs to purchase a motion picture projector.

$400.00 from the Operation Democracy General Fund
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was sent to the Sainte-Mere-Eglise committee to
complete their medical dispensary (see enclosed
letter to Sister Saint Andre and her reply).

Your committee wants truly to thank each organization and the many
individual people who have helped so generously in all the above undertakings, par-
ticularly the Art Show; and we wish to express our special appreciation to the
Philanthropic Committee of the Women's Club for their wonderful performance
in the job of collecting and sorting the clothing received at the Post Office.

Looking Forward -

1. It has been voted to have the Art Show again next year,
around Easter time, and everyone who possibly can, is
urged to prepare new work for exhibition.

The Girl Scouts are expected to hold their food sale
and puppet show in conjunction with the Art Show.

There is algo a possibility that a good concert may be
arranged for, to take place on the final night of the show.

2. The Locust Valley school children will be exchanging
greetings this Christmas with the children of Sainte-Mere-
Eglise. The greeting messages from this side will portray
typical American Christmas scenes and activities,

3. Your committee feels that since conditions are so criti-
cal today in Western Germany it would be a good thing to
send our next clothing shipment there.

Breisach on the Rhine has been suggested to us by the
authorities in the French Occupied Zone. A small, very
old cathedral town, on the border, it has been wrecked by
war ten times in its history and in this last war was eighty-
five per cent destroyed. )

You will find a complete and very interesting description
of Breisach, with pictures, at our Locust Valley Library.

We can obviously do very little in a material way for so
badly devastated a community, but perhaps by sending some
clothing which they badly need we will lend them encourage-
ment in their own efforts to solve their overwhelming prob-
lems.

Any clothing you may be able to contribute can be left
at the Operation Democracy box in the Post Office. Write



your name and address on one of the cards there and
attach the card to your clothing.

In ending this report we feel that everyone should know the following:

Three years ago, on Thanksgiving Eve, we, of Locust Valley, launched
Operation Democracy. Not only has our own affiliation with Sainte-Mere-Eglise
been a fine one, but as a direct result of our effort, overseas affiliations, in
twelve different countries, have been made by fifty-eight other American towns
scattered all over the United States.

. Morganville, Kansas, population 250, is one of them; and on December
23rd, you will be interested to hear, on a nation-wide radio program "Prairie
Noelﬁ the story of Morganville and Fevres, France.

Your Operation Democracy Committee:

Martha Breasted, Chairman
Thomas Bellingham

Ernest S. Heeren

Stuart Johnson, Secretary
Dudley Merritt

Newton Millham, Vice Chairman
Frank Rowson

Svea E. Wansor

Leon H., Westfall ¢
Edith Hay Wyckoff



From the Meyor of Sainte-Mere-Eglise
To the Locust Valley Committee

May* 12, 1950

I wish to thank you for the lovely pencils merked: "Sainte-
Mere-Eglise - Locust Valley" which I have received from you,

via Mr., Renaud (President of the Franco-Americen Committee
of Sainte-Mere-Eglise).

I also want you to know that each of the children in Sainte-
Mere-Eglise was given, by their teachers, one or more of these
symbolic pencils which will be for them a reminder of the friendly
asgociation of our two towns.

I am extremely touched with this particuler idea of yours, and
I wish to thank you personally for many previous gifts that you
have showered upon Sainte-Mere-Eglise, :

(signed) Mayor Philippel



REPORT OF CHAIRMEN OF THE ART SHOW

Operation Democracy presented the Locust Valley Art Show May 26 -
May 30, 1950, in the gymnasium of the Locust Valley School.

The Committee consisted of': ¢

Mrs. Frank Rowson Chairman
Mrs. T, C, Streibert Chairman
Mrs. B, C, Ward Art Exhibits
Mr. R. Springsteed Art Exhibits
Mrs. C. J. Reld Crafts
Mr. W. Gise Crafts

" Mrs, Yerry School Exhibits
Mrs. Mendsen School Exhibits
Miss McCarthy School Exhibits
Mr. J. Brinkerhoff Photography
Mrs., George Diethelm Hostesses
Mrs. John M. Adams Publicity
Mre, J. Adams Publicity
Mrsg. Ludwig Schulze Chances
Mr. Dudley Merritt Treasurer

More than €0 people exhibited over 160 items not counting the large and
Interesting exhibit of art work done by the children of the area in the various lo-

cal schools and the special exhibits from our affiliated town of Sainte-Mere
Eglise,

Mme. Shoumatoff, Marie Stobbe, Eric Sloane and Richard Springsteed con-
tributed the prizes for the chances, and $617.20 was realized from them. The ex-
penses amounted to $84.52, and $532.68 was divided between the Locust Velley
Boys Club and Operation Democracy's General Fund.

The show was beautifully hung due to the able and inspired chairmen of
exhibits., It was most attractive and the gym was transformed into an art
gallery. The crafts were most Interestingly displayed. In all, the show was
of very high caliber and easily worth the attention of the New York papers and
deserving of a much greeter audience,

Everyone worked very hard and the chairmen are immensely grateful for
the efficient and willing cooperation of all the members of the committee and
everyone who weas asked to help in any capacity. We had very fine cocperation
from the Locust Valley Leader, The use of the store windows in Locust Valley to
display the prizes was very good and we are very much indebted to Mayfair, Locust
Valley Florist and the Dupre Liguor Store for the use of their windows. Two
broadcasts with Mrs, Hunter on WKBS and Mr, Hunter on Port Authority time on
WOR gave us publicity on the radio, The Brookville Church loaned us flats which
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were transported by Mr. Gise's truck. The Clean-up Committee consisted of the
whole committee and worked Tuesdey night, Most of the exhibits were called for
promptly - a very few had to be reminded by phone, but responded immediately.
Mr. Peters of the School was most cooperative and contributed an immense

amount of time and work. His help in securing the lumber and erecting flats
was the keystone of the whole show.

The Chances were drawn at 3:30, Tuesday, May 30, by Mr. Leon Weetfall

representing Operation Democracy - the cage was loaned by Mr. Cooper of the
Glen Cost theatre. The winners were: °

Portrait by Mme. Shoumatoff Mrs. Newton Millham
Portralt by Marie Stobbe Mrs. William G. Mundy
Picture by Eric Sloan Mrs, Edward Hamilton
Etching by R. Springsteed Mrs. Robert Bergen

The committee is most grateful to the artists who gave 8o generously of

their talents to meke our prizes really outstanding and to all the exhibitors who
made the show possible.

The results of the popular vote were

oil
l. Haying - R. Springsteed
2, Cynthia - R. Springsteed

Water Color

- l. James Pond - Lady Glenn
2. Oyster Dock - Helen O, Coronato

Photogra;gy_z
1. Only God -~ M, Baldwin

2. Day Dreems - Oppenheimer
3. Resting - Brinkerhof?

Crafts

Rugs
1. Mrs. K. Bouverie
2, Mrs, H. Addinsell
3. Mr., Alfred Porter
Honorable Mention Mrs. R. Craigmyle

Needlepoint
1. Mrs. Bouverie
2, Mrs. John Marsh
3. Mrs, C. J. Reid



Furniture
1. Philip Romano
2. Howard Gise
3. James Brown
Renorsble Mention (Miniature Furniture) Margeret Ferguson

Needlework
1. Miss Laura Weser
2. Miss Chris Fowle
3. Mrs. James Bryan
4, Mre. James Baron



OPERATION DEMOCRACY COMMITTEE

Locust Valley -~ Ste. Mere Eglise

September 22, 1950

Sister Saint Andre

Director of the Ste. Mere Fglise Hospital
Ste. Mere Eglise, France

Dear Sister Saint Andre:

It gives me great pleasure to tell you of the warm reception
glven your letter of September 5 by our Operation Democracy Com-
mittee - Locust Valley - Ste. Mere Eglise.

It seems to us that, thanks to your energetic and practical ef-
forts, a very great deal has been accomplished toward installing the

medical dispensary that will serve Ste. Mere Eglise and the surround-
ing country side,

We wish to thank you particularly for your letter which gives
us, 80 clearly and in detail, an account of the progress of the dispen-
sary and everything that you have done. We have noticed with great
interest that when the dispensary begins its functions there will be
first aid courses for the young people,

Everyone in Locust Valley will be happy to learn thet our four
hundred dollars sent to your Franco-American Committee last year
have been so effectively used toward such a splendid project.

We are happy to inform you, now, that instead of three hundred
dollars our committee has been able to send Mon, Renaud, President
of your committee, four hundred dollars to complete the dispensary
and make possible the beginning of its work.

With every bvest wish.
Most sincerely,

Chairman, Operation Democracy Committee'
Locust Valley < Ste; Mere Eglise



Letter from Sister Saint Andre, October 12, 1950
Director of Dispensary, Ste, Mere Eglise

To the People of Locust Valley

"In the name of the hospital personnel and all of the population
of Seinte Mere Eglise, I want to send heartfelt thanks to you.

"Thanks to your generosity, I can complete the installation of
the dispensary. The second cupboerd, chairs, and desk have already
been ordered. As you can see, we have lost no time.

"I hope to start to teach the first aid courses in January, Quite

& number of people have already expressed their desire to take them
up.

"Thanks to you dear benefactors, the work will proceed very
speedily. Please accept, dear people of Locust Valley, the joint grati-
tude of myself and all those who will benefit from the dispensary."”

(signed) Sister Saint Andre, Director
Dispensary, Sainte Mere Eglise

Mr. Renaud, President of the Franco-American Committee, also writes:

October 8, 1950

"We have received the check for $400.00 for completion of
the Sainte Mere Eglise dispensary, and we thank you for it whole-
heartedly.

"I want once again to express the gratitude of Sainte-Mere-
Eglise and my own personal gratitude to all in Locust Valley, and
to your committee for the devoted friendship you have shown Sainte-
Mere-Eglise in a difficult period.”
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Locust Valley

by
Simone Renaud
Sainte-Mere Eglise

(Verse translation by Hoffman Nickerson)

Be bless'd indeed, dear valley overseas
Whose locust shade, entwining with our oaks

Our beeches, birches and our apple trees,

* One single love and gratitude evokes,

Our children and our grown-ups owe to you
Clothing, affection, yes and sweet surprise

From you our gifts come and from heaven too,
‘Sainte-Mere Eglise gives thanks with tear-dimmed eyes.

Never can we forget your kindly aid

Our children raise their hands for you in prayer,
The more because our sons with yours are laid

In Norman earth together sleeping there.

Oh may the flowers we lay upon their graves
Distill their perfume on your distant eir
And may the love and tenderness which saves
Be yours forever. In your gardens fair,
B
Remember you are dear to us who groaned
Beneath the yoke, until your heroes came
And here in France so gloriously atoned
For all our ruins with their deathless fame.

Qur Holy Mother has them in her care

Who gave their blood and foremost fighting fell
That Liberty again might reappear.

Dear Locust Valley, you who know so well

That happiness is earth's best treasure-trove.
Oh may the knowledge of our joy restored
And may your gold reflected in our love
And all our gratitude be your reward.

Written in honor of the Locust Valley-Sainte-Mere Eglise affiliation by Mrs.
Alexandre Renaud, wife of the President of their Committee. Mrs. Renaud re-
cently won a first prize for her poetry at the large Cherbourg competition.



