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Operation Democracy’s First Year's |

Report To The Community

Last Thanksgiving Eve a repre-
sentative group of 50 Locust Valley
residents met at the Library to hear
the first formal presentation of a
plan called Operation Demaocracy.
Since that meeting a year ago, we
in Locust Valley have found, through
our active affiliation with Ste-Mere.
Eglise ,that Operation Democracy is
no longer just an ambitious plan on
Paper, but that through a simple act
of friendship we have been able to
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ticles of clothing. By this time
arrangements had Lteen made for
shipping through American Aid to
France at a nominal cost to the
Committee, and the clothing was
soon on its way to Ste-Mere-Eglise.
To supplement the clothing drive,
nearly thirty women of the com-
munity joined the Operation Democ-
racy Sewing Circle, under the direc-
tion of Mrs. E. Mortimer Ward, to
make layettes for the babies of Ste.

A street in Ste. Mere Eglise showing some: of the damage caused by
shelling during the war,

provide aid and encouragement to
the people of Ste-Mere-Eglise, who
still carry in their hearts the mem-
ory of the dreadful war the destruc-
tion and death left in it wake. We
have renewed their friendship with
Americans that began when our pa-
ratroopers landed in that little
French town on the fifth of June in
1944, and have laid the ground work
for long-range personal ‘contacts be-
tween our neighbors in Locust Val.
ley and our friends in Ste-Mere-
Eglise.

Just two weeks after our first
meeting, all the school children in
Locust combined their efforts to col-
lect 100 1bs. of candy for the chil-
dren of Ste-Mere-Eglise. The Locust
Valley School and Friends Academy
and the tots at Miss Stoddard's
School all brought in their contribu-
tions, and the children of the Re.
formed Church Sunday School gave
up the ice cream at their Christmas
party to bring the amount collected
to 100 lbs. This was shipped by Pan-
American Airways to take it to Ste-
Mere-Eglise in time for Christmas.

A few weeks later letters and
cards started pouring in from our
newly found friends, who were all
thrilled and delighted to know that
there were people over here inter-
ested in them. And, of course, can-
dy is a rare treat in France. Thus,
our correspondence was started with
individuals who sent the first letters,
and the children at the Locust Val-
ley School have continued to write
to their friends abroad under the
able direction of Dr. Leon Westfall.

On January 24th our first major
project, the clothing drive, began.
Bins were set up at collection depots
in various stores in town; the school
children  made posters announcirg
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neaded 3 vuins. William Rarlen,
worked hard and efficiently to col-

lect, sort, and pack the clothing col.

lected. . The drive was a huge suc-
ces: and yvielded more than 3,000 ar-
Slere-Eglise. This able group com-
pleted 30 layettes, consisting of 760
articles beautifully hand sewed and
knitted.

Also, a permanent clothing bin was .
strategically placed in the Post Of- .

fice so that clothes could be left at
any time for future shipment, The
Philanthropic Committee of the Wo-
man’s Club sorts and packs all the
articles ! collected in this bin and
work directly with the school nurse
in supplying the needs of Locust Val-
ley families by wusing suitable cloth-
ing that will fill specific needs. To
date they have had to take only a
few articles for use here, and those
labeled for direct shipment to Ste-
Mere.Eglise are not touched. The
permanent clothing bin was  filled
within a few weéks after it was
first placed in the Post Office and
two shipping cases of clothes and
shoes were included with the ship-
ment of layettes sent on- the De-
Grasse on July 20th. i

In order to keep the community
informed on the latest activity - of
Operation Democracy, five bulletin
boards were posted in town. On
these boards are exhibited some of
the more interesting letters and pic-
tures received from Ste-Mere-Eglise
and special notices of the Operation
Democracy committee. )

At Easter 220 pounds of jelly beans .

were shipped to lighten the hearts of
the Ste-Mere_Eglise youngsters, and
a few days later the drive for sugar
and shortening began. 265 Ibs, of su-
gar and {127 lbs..of shortening were
collected in two weeks. Soon after
the foodidrive began, we heard that
Ste-.\leré-Eglise(iwa's more fortunate
than we.thouzht because. unlike the
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towards something they really need.
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Later we heard from M. Renaud,
the president of the French Commit-
tee, that there was no delivery room
equipment in the local hospital. . We
thought the community would really
get behind a project to finance the
purchase of the needed equipment, so
plans have been made for an Art Ex-
hibit to be held in the spring to tie
in with the offer of Mrs. Shoumatoff
to paint a portrait of a Locust Valley
resident. Tickets will be sold on the
portrait that will entitle residents to
attend the -exhibit, and it is hoped
that enough money will be raised on
he sale of tickets to defray the cost
of the delivery room equipment. Dr.
A. F. Rowsom has been in close con-
tact with Ste-Mere-Eglise so that
definite information may be obtained
as to their cxact needs; and when
necessary’ arrangements have been
made detailed plans for the rive
will be announced so that everyone
will have an opportunity to exhibit
something and also support the drive
financially.

Faculty Association

The Locust Valley Faculty Associ-
ation. under the chairmanship of
Mrs. Harold Byrnes, has vigorously
carried out their original pledge of
support of Operation Democracy dur.
ing the past year. On June 5th they
entertained the community with a
delightful comedy called “Slice It
Thin.” From the proceeds of this
performance,.. the teachers set aside
$100 for Overseas Teacher Relief and
sent packages of clothing and food
dircet to the teachers in Ste-Mere
Eglise. To this sum they added $25
to be used to purchase toys, games,
‘and school supplies for the school
chiidren of Ste-Mere-Eglise. They
have been corresponding regularly
with the tegchers and have been
comparing ndtes on the two school
systems. As{ a special Christmas
treat, the Faculty recently sent two
packages cor tFining coffee, cocoa,
and chocolate,| and a pleasant sur-
prise for the women, a gift- of nylons,
Our Faculty has worked quietly and
whole-heartedly in cultivating -their
friendship with the Ste.Mere-Eglise
teachers, wh(%' are all deeply grateful
for their help and affection.

On July 8th Ste-Mere-Eglise had

a holiday. Itjwas the day of the dis-
tribution of | the clothing. received
from Locust “Valley. Mrs. Isabella
Greenway King, the mother of our
chairman, Méartha Breasted, arrived
miraculously ‘on the same day and
gave her personal account of the
celebration to Locust Valley in two
speeches, one .to the school children
and the other to the Woman's Club.
We were all thrilled and delighted to
hear her first-hand description of the
people and the town and the account
of the distribution, and we are sure
her visit has helped bring both our
towns closer together. Since then
letters and notes of gratitude to the
residents of our community have
been arriving steadily, and we now
have a long list of names of per-
sons in Ste-Mere-Eglise who are
waiting eagerly to hear from us.
Translations of Y.sse letters have
been made. 2nd ‘ve are hoping that
many mwere of le pecpie of LCust
Vailey will start amd comtimue 0
write to their friends abroad.

Our Christmas present to Ste.

Mere-Eglise will be a pleasant sur.
prise. The committee has recently
arranged for shipment 14 large car.
tons of clothing: several boxes of
toys donated by the school children;
the kindergarten supplies donated by
the Faculty Assoclation; and a spe.
cial case of clothes for the older
people of Ste-Mere-Eglise, who re-
ceived nothing but candy at the
clothing distribution. A wonderful
and unexpected surprise for the chil-
dren was added by Mr, John M.
Fraser, of = Locust Valley, - who
thoughtfully ordered 120 lbs. of can-
dy to be added to the shipment. We
are expecting many Christmas cards
and letters to be sent to our anxious
friends in Ste-Mere-Eglise to.height-
en their joy at Christmas.
Year's Activity .

To round out the year's activity,
during the month of June several of
the members of -the. committee: ‘at- |
tended the National Conference of
Town Affiliation, sponsored by Ope-
ration Democracy, Inc. and the Dun-
kirk Society. Individual- delegates
from towns that have affiliated
themselves  with others, representa-
tives of relatcd agencies, and many
interested persons attended this con-
ference from all over the country in
order to compare notes and evolve a
simple procedure to help other towns
to follow in affiliating with a town
of their choice abroad. Those of us
who were there returned home with
renewed confidence and a burning
desire 10 carry on our program more
energetically than we had before. It
was a thrilling experience to hear
these persons._talk of their own ex-
periences in town affiliation; to hear
Wallace Brennan, editor of the Dun-
kirk Cbserver, say that “a wa, hLas
been found for the average man to
do something about the peace”; to
hear Mr. Charles Cashel of Worth-
ington, Minnesota tell us of the grat-
itude expressed by the people of
Crailsheim, Germany for “being able
to express themselves freely and for
being accepted as individuals®; to
hear Mr. John O'Shea, of CARE, tell
us that “private relief has given Eu-
rope hope, has bolstered morale, and
is an indication of the grass roots of
afiection ol people in this country
for those overseas.’" There were ma-
ny, many others, and after three
days of working diligently and listen-
iug tc these varied talks, we -came
away \+ith a broader understanding
of the international aspects of .Ope-
ration Democracy. Operation De-
mocracy is the people’s Marshall
Pian. 1t offers the American citizen
ali . rprortunity for direct participa-
ticn ir: the drama of world rehabili.
tation on a commumty level. . It not
only provides aid and encouragement
to the sister community abroad, but
also lays the groundwork for long-
range personal contacts betweert®
large and varied groups of people in"
“the two communities, By fostering
and extending these contacts on 8
world-wide scale, the founders ol
Operation Demogracy are convinces
that important progress will be mad
toward a reciprocal respect and ur
derstanding among people ever '
where. |

We iff’Locust Valley were the fb
fown to sponsor Operation. Demv
racy as a national movement. Nt
a vear later, the national office
. oaration Democracy is acling 3
c.saring-house of information
more than 200 towns active In t¢
affiliation.




