THE BTORY OF OPERATION DEMOCRACY

On Thanksgiving Eve of the year 1947 a group of Locust Valley
people met at the Matinecock Neighborhood House to launch a
movement of help and friendship between Americans and the peoples
of war-torn Europe which has since become known the world over

as Operation Democracy. Underlying this movement was the belief
that peace cannot be achieved by governments alone but must

start in the hearts of people themselves. It was felt no
government process could be a substitute for human understanding

and that some way had to be found for the average American to
do some thing about peace.

During the summer of 1947, Mrs. Charles Breasted became convinced
of this need after talking, with her fellow townsman, Col.
Augustin Hart, Jr. It was Col. Hart who, with American troops

of the 82nd Airborne Division, began the struggle for Cherbourg
Peninsula by landing in France at Ste. Mere Eglise on June 5,
1944 to pave the way for Gen. Omar Bradley's infantry. Mrs.
Breasted also knew that Brig. Gen. Theodore Roosevelt Jr., of
Oyster Bay was buried in this same town of Ste. Mere Eglise.

As Martha Breasted talked with Locust Valley friends during

the summer of 1947, it became more and more apparent that there
was a way in which Americans could work directly for world peace.
. If American towns would associate themselves with war blighted
cities and towns abroad, our people would find ways and means
to provide quickly, material aid such as food, clothing,
household goods and medicines. Elsewhere in the country others
were feeling their way toward the same end. The" Dunkirk Plan"
was beginning and Albany, N.Y. was working out ways to help
devastate Nymegen in Holland. Perhaps more important, sorely
needed spiritual aid and moral support would come from close
community and personal contact. Operation Democracy thus came
into being. It was wholeheartedly endorsed at the Thanksgiving

Eve meeting and Ste. Mere Eglise was chosen as the first Locust
Valley affiliation.

Almost at once all of Locust Valley united in a simple yet
wonderful act of friendship. School children, merchants, old
residents, commuters, business and professional men and women,
veterans and many others, either as individuals or through their
local clubs and organizations, pooled their efforts to send

aid and comfort across the Atlantic to the people of Ste. Mere
Eglise. The names of those who contributed time, skill, labor
and funds in this worthy cause are too many to mention. Every
Locust Valley Club, association and organization joined in the
good work. To name just a few - : i



American Legion

Boy Bcouts and Girl Scouts

British American War Veterans
Locust Valley Business Association
Locust Valley Faculty Association
Locust Valley Woman's Club
ReformrChurch of Locust Valley

Children from the public and private schools began the drive

by sending dozens of boxes of candy for Christmas. This was
followed early in 1948 by a shipment of hundreds of pounds of
clothing. Then came beautifully hand sewn layettes for the
babies of Ste. Mere Eglise, followed by sugar and shortening,
more clothing and many many pounds of sweets for the children
at Easter. Funds for Overseas Teachers Relief and for the
purchase of toys, games and.sgchool supplies were raised by the
faculty of the Locust Valley’School. This same group also
provided clothing and Christmas packages of coffee, cocoa,
chocolate and nylons. Later on food and clothing also were
send to Chantilly, France, to Breisach on the Rhine, to Western
Germany for the refugees fleeing the Eastern Zone, and to Korea.

The realization of the ultimate goal of Operation Democracy-

to get the people of the world to know and understand one
another- began with the arrival from Ste. Mere Eglise of scores
of letters, notes and cards of gratitude and good wishes. From
M. Phillippe the Mayor, from M. Renaud, President of the French
American Committee, from Madame Renaud, from school children,
from fathers, mothers, and grandparents in all walks of life
came a flood of correspondence expressing heartfelt thanks and
the beginings of a new faith and hope. The people of Locust
Valley had found a way to help relieve the devastion of war

and strengthen the world's hope for lasting peace.

While Locust Valley was helping relieve the distress of Ste.
Mere Eglise, Operation Democracy was fast spreading across the
country. Almost daily new affiliations with towns in Europe
and in the East were reported. It soon became apparent that
a national, non-profit, advisory organization was needed to
supplement and help coordinate the efforts of many American
communities seeking to aid towns and cities abroad. So a
national headquarters for Operation Democracy was established
in New York City. Not long thereafter, Operation Democracy
was in touch with over 500 communities here in the United States,
and in Europe and in the Near and Far East. Over half a million

human beings were working together in programs of mutual
friendship.



During the fall of 1948 came the news that the Ste. Mere Eglise

Hospital was badly in need of a medical dispensary. Because

of this need, Locust Valley had the first of its now well known
series of Arts and Crafts Shows. Held in the Fire House, April

29 through May 1, 1949, this first show set a worthy precedent
for the shows of later years.

Mrs. Charles Breasted with Mrs. Frank Rowsom and their Committee
arranged an excellent program for Locust Valley Day, April 30.
.Many fine arts and crafts exhibits were received from friends
and neighbors. Count Francois de Rose, French representative

of the United Nations, brought greetings from Ste. Mere Elgise.
Then came the drawing of prizes, foremost of which were an
Avinoff picture and a portait to be painted by Madame Shoumatoff,
This portait of Edwin Swenson, former president of the Matinecock
Bank, now hangs in the Bank'. - From the proceeds of this first
show a substantial donation was sent to the Ste. Mere Eglise
Hospital, and another for the veterans at the Northport Hospital.

In 1950 the scene of the Arts and Crafts show was transferred

to the Locust valley School where all subsequent shows have

been held. Under the leadership of Mrs. Theodore Streibert

and Mrs. Frank Rowsom and again with wholehearted community-
wide cooperation, and another outstanding show was held during
the period of May 26 through May 30. More than 60 people
exhibited over 160 paintings, drawings, prints, photographs

and examples of various handicrafts. There were also many
special exibits from Ste. Mere Eglise. Funds were again
forwarded to Ste. Mere Eglise to complete the medical dispensary.
A donation was also made to purchase a motion picture projector
for the Grenville Baker Boy's Club of Locust Valley.

The Third Arts and Crafts show was held from May 3 through

May 10, 1952 to commemorate the Fifth Anniversary of the Locust
Valley - Ste. Mere Eglise affiliation. Memorable and appropriate
ceremonies were arranged by Mrs. Theodore Streibert and Mrs.
Ludwig Schulze. The number and quality of the exhibits continued
to rise with the expanding reputation of tne Show. The highlight
of the opening evening was the presentation of the Medaille

des Affaires Etrangeres to the Locust Valley Operation Democracy
Committee by Count Jean de La Garde, Consul General of France,

in recognition of the pioneer work done at Locust Valley in
organizing Operation Democracy throughout the country and in
providing aid and comfort to the people of France in their time
of greatest need. Mrs. John Wansor, later to become chairman

of Operation Democracy - Locust Valley graciously accepted the
medal on behalf of the Committee. It is now permanently on
display at the Neighborhood House.



By this time the need of the French people for material aid

had lessened but the desire for friendship and understanding
continued. Accordingly M. Pierre Consigney, a young university
student from Normandy, was brought over on a Fulbright
Scholarship for a year's graduate study in economics at Yale.
Funds also were provided to guarantee the Locust Valley Woman's
Club Mary Post Ward Scholarship.

The largest and best attended Arts and Crafts Show was held

in 1953, from May 16 through May 19. Once again Mrs. Ludwig
Schulze and her committee had the wholehearted cooperation of
the entire community. The Business Men's Association gave many
articles of merchandise, the Woman's Club sold hundreds of
chances on the many prizes donated and Locust Valley residents
gave generously of their time, talent and funds. The amateur
and professional exhibits in.the arts, and the crafts as well,
reached an all time high in -number and guality.

An outstanding feature of the show was a portrait of Tench
Francis by Robert Feke, loaned for the occasion by the
Metropolitan Museum. Robert Feke was one of the earliest and
best of our colonial portrait painters. It was after his family
that Feeks Lane in Locust Valley was named. This historical

and artistic note caused widespread interest. Another highlight
was the very informative talk given by Pierre Consigney, the
French student then attending Yale on the Fulbright Scholarship
made possible the year before.

To help the people here in Locust Valley and the people in France
to know and better understand one another - and so to better
achieve one of the major goals of Operation Democracy - it had
been decided earlier in the year to send a young man or woman

to France as a "community ambassador" under the auspices of

The Experiment in International Living. The name of the person
chosen for this honor, Gerry Gallo, was announced at the
ceremonies opening the show. From the proceeds of the show,

the Mary Post Ward Scholarship again was made possible.

What the future holds for Operation Democracy no one can tell.
But all who have given of themselves to further its aims know
that they are the richer for it.
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COMMITTEES
Locust Valley Operation Democracy Inc. Committee

Chairman, Mrs. John Wansor

Mr. Thomas Bellingham Mr. and Mrs. Ludwig F.M. Schulze
Mr. Stuart Johnson Mrs. Theodore C. Streibert

Mr. Dudley Merritt © Mrs. Rosalie Switzer

Mr. and Mrs. Newton Millham Dr. Leon Westfall

Dr. and Mrs. A.F. Rowsom Mrs. Edith Hay Wycoff

Advertising Committe
Chairman, Mrs. W.B. Harwood, Jr.

Mrs. John G. Carhart Mrs. James Punderford
Mrs. William Eakins Mrs. Park Benjamin, Jr.

Arts and Crafts Show Committee

Co-Chairman

Mrs. Ludwig F.M. Schulze Mrs W.B. Harwood, Jr.
Mrs. Fred F. Alrich Mrs. Cornelius Reid
Mrs. John Bambey Mme. Lilly Rona

Mr. John Brinckerhoff Mr. Richard Springstead
Mr. Lawrence Carter ‘Mrs. Theodore Streibert
Mrs. George Diethelm Mrs. Rosalie Switzer
Mr. Howard Gise Mrs. John Wansor

Mr. Arthur Hawkshaw Mrs. Edward Ward, Jr.
Mr. Irving Peters Dr. Leon Westfall

Mrs. Marie Yerry

Source Eva Mayberry
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