OLD MATINECOCK.*

Matinecock as a local designation, according to Mr. Wm. B

Wallace Tooker, than whom I know no higher authority on
the etymology of the language of the aborigines, is a purely
descriptive term, signifying a “Hill-country” or the “Land
that overlooks,” the aptness of which will be recognized when
the bounds of the territory are shown. It originally comprised
all the northern part of the Township of Oyster Bay extending

“from the Sound to the “Ridge of Hills” so called. The first
~ attempt at a settlement of Matinecock appears to have been

made in 1661 by Thomas Terry and Samuel Dering under an

- agreement with the Town of HemPStead,: in vé_hich Athéy had
~ “liberty to settle themselyes and some others of their friends
‘upon a parcel of ground on the Northside of the Island, on

the East side of our Harbour, on the South side of the Harbour
Hill and by an East line as far as our bounds go, and so down

- to the North Sea; engaging themselves to submit to the juris-
" diction of Hempstead and not to bring in any Quakers to be

inhabitants among us.” Terry being unable to complete his
arrangements within the two years given him for settlement ap-

: plied for and received an extension of time and it was then
agreed he might “settle seven families thereupon as_soon as
. convenience will suffer.” No record appears showing the date

of settlement of the “Seven Families,” but it must have been by

~ or before 1664, at which date Tackapousha and other Indians

brought complaints before Governor Nichols, that they had not

. sold Matinecock to Hempstead. On being confronted with rec-

“ord proof that they had, then alleged that they had not been
-paid for all the land and that the pay reccived was so little to
' be divided among the many parties ‘interested—It was. ad-

~ judged in the Council that ‘Hempstead’s title to all of Matine-
~ cock was defective, but that the English that were then seated
* on the said Matinecock lands were under no pretence to be mo-

*An informal talk given Oct. 18, 1910, by Mr. George W. Cocks, the

%" skilled genealogist and local historian of Oyster Bay, N. Y.
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lestéd or disturbed. And the Governor wrote ‘o Capt. John
Underhill, “It is not that I give very much credit to what they

"(the Indians) say but for quietness sake and to prevent all -
future contests, I do recommend that you agree among your- - .

selves to give ye Indians some gift or gratuity in requital, since s
they say they have never received any pay for the land.” Pur
suant to this recommendation, negotiations were concluded
by which at Kelenworth on 22d day of June, 1667, the Indian
Proprietors Aseton, Arumpas, Seahor, Nothe, Soometamok,
Shoskeene and Matares executed deeds conveying to Robert
Williams, William Hudson, William Simson, Henry Reddock,
Christopher Hawxhurst, Matthew Priar and Nathan Birdsall
each a specified tract of upland and an undivided one-seventh
interest in the adjacent salt meadows, together with a right of !
Eommg_nage of grassing and timber in the unallotted part of
the whole tract. This is very quaintly described in an agree-
ment between the representatives of the township at large and
those of the proprietors under the Seven Purchase Deeds, to
wit—

" “We do agree and consent yt our Neighbours now Inhabit-
ing Killingworth upon Matinecock, shall have ye privilege to

purchase all ye lands yt yet lies to purchase upon Matinecock :
Ne-k lying on ye North side of ye Footpath between Oyster

Bay and Musketa Cove by ye way of ye Sho so called and to
possess it from any claim of ye Town, as their other lands
they now improve, which said Footpath shall be their limits -
or bounds Southward.” By

. In the location of the several allotments of upland Robert
Williams had “The Easter most of the two Matinecock Islands
so called” some time earlier than this known as Meutalear
Island and subsequently Woolsey’s Island and Butler’s Island -
when owned respectively by Rev. Benjamin Woolsey and Mr.
Jdohn Butler, now known as East Island, the residence of Mr.
Morgzin. ' '

Williams also had a small allotment of four acre§ on_AtlAlé }

" mainland about where the Price Mansion stands, which with en-

larged bounds came into the possession of one Daniel White-
head; he gave it to his daughter Mary who m: John Taylor,
and he dying intestate it passed to his only child—Abigail who
became as per record the wife of the Rev. Benjamin Woolsey,
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* Dissenting Protestant Presbyterian Minister, who, it is be-
lieved, called, the estate “Dos uxoris” literally the “w1fe s
dowry” modified in current usage to Dosoris.

3“! illiam Hudson’s allotment seems to have been some part of
: .the farm of the late Dr. James C. Townsend, which he (Hud-; «
- son) assigned to Aaron Forman, Jr., and then removed to
ew Jersey.
T Williain Simson, from whom the creek now known as Frost
‘% ‘Creek was named—had his house lot by the side of Dayton’s

;Swamp, northeast of the Frost family burial place and an-
ther lot on which the house and outbuildings of the late Valen-
tine Frost stood, both of which were assigned to William
{Frost in 1674, and the name of S1mson dlsappears from the
grecord _
%" Heénry Reddocke, the next in order, came from Rhode Island
where he had been the Town Clerk of Warwick. He had two
lots on east side of the road northward from Davis’ corner
past the residence of Wi. C. Townsend and extending north-
: ward to the woodland formerly Mrs. Phebe Weeks now Judge
-Lovett. Henry Reddocke died about 1674 and the property _
‘passed to two sons-in-law, Joseph and Samuel Weeks. Only
8 small remnant of which surroundmg and a.d_]acent to the 7
L httle “Burial Place” yet remains in the name. IR
. -~ Christopher Hawxhurst’s lot came next eastward from Red- :
docke’s with the same north and south bounds, and the resi-
. dence, on north side of the road through Locust Valley, late

* owned by Charles Wansor. Hawxhurst also came from Rhode
¢ Island, and had married a daughter of Henry Reddocke. E
; Matthew Priar an English Quaker coming hither from Se-
tauket with a remarkably. interesting history had the next
' ‘-allotment east of and parallel with that of Hawxhurst. After :
the third generation of this family the name disappears from : 2
.the local records. ‘
- Nathan Birdsall had the seventh lot, and his dwelling, with
‘that ‘of his sons Stephen and Henry was, without much doubt _'
""on the site of that recently owned by Mr. Jacacci.
AdJacent to the Birdsall Jot on the East was another lot
7 of Matthew Priar, sold in 1678 to his son-in-law John Under-
. hill, son of the great Indian fighter Capt. John Underhill, on’
which it is believed the” younger John built some part of ‘the
house still standing onthe site and now “occupied .by: Mr.
Cutcheon. North of the Priar second lot was a tract with salt
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meadows on east and west and extending north to a “neuk” of
meadows between it and the beach, bought of the Indians in
1669 by James Cock and occupied by his descendants for more
than two hundred and thirty years.

South of the Priar second lot was a tract of two hundred
and fifty acres given by the Indians to Capt. John Underhill
who, after exterminating some hundreds of them, seems to
have brought the remnant “to heel” and became their adviser
in the contest with Hempstead about the payment for their
lands. Capt. John Underhill came to Matinecock as Deputy
Sheriff and Surveyor of the Customs in an endeavor to break up
the smuggling then rife in the harbors on the north side of
Long Island especially at Oyster Bay and Musketa Cove.

Accompanying him came his young brother-in-law John
Feke, the son of Lieut. Robert Feake and Bess Fones, the
widow of Henry Winthrop, and it appears that he gave to
young Feke the southeast part of the tract received from the
Indians, on which Feke built and reared a family of consider-
able note, the last representatives of which in this vicinity are
Mrs. Thomas F. Underhill and Miss Emeline A. Feeks.

Contemporaneous with the Seven Purchasers on Killingworth
upon Matinecock, other than those already noted, there were
Richard and Josias Latten, William Frost, John Coles, Samuel
Dayton, Edmund Wright, John Dyer, John Robins, John Da-
vis, Joseph Eastland, Samuel Tillear, Auron Forman, Jr.,
Henry Bell, and Lawrence Mott, but with the exception of the
Lattens, Frost, and Forman all had removed from hence
before the close of the century.

Killingworth, the naming of which has been heretofore at-
tributed by sundry so-called historians to Capt. John Under-
hill as given in honorable remembrance of his English home at
Kenilworth; but I am unable to get any proof that the family
were seated at or near Kenilworth, but to the contrary Capt.
John’s father and mother were of Wolverhampton. It seems to
me more probable, that, as there was a Killingworth in Con-
necticut from whence some members of the Frost family mi-
grated to Matinecock, there might be more reason to believe
that the name came from such source than otherwise.

Corn Creek, mentioned in early records as the south bounds
of the second Priar lot and north bounds of the Underhill gift,
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»  still holds its name although interrupted in its course by the

dam to form the Factory pond built by one John Underhill,
;. about 1820, to supply power for a woolen factory to operate
~ which several English families were brought over.

Kantuck, the popular name for the picturesque region south
of the Feke property was doubtless a term in the Indian tongue
descriptive of the topography of the locality. Here again I
may quote Mr. Tooker giving the interpretation of “tuck” as
a “tidal stream, creek or river” and suggesting the name
“Kantuck” to be a modification of “qua-qua-nantuck” meaning
a shallow marshy creek.

- Papa-quatunk River, as noted in the record of the “QOyster
Bay First Purchase” as its western boundary, was the earliest

" mentioned name of the stream bridged by the railroad near the
Mill Neck Station. Mr. Tooker writes that this name seems
to have been the designation of a tract ‘bordering on a brook
where the Indians lived or had been living. :

This view is corroborated by a quotation from the earliest
book of Oyster Bay records to wit “Francis Weekes hath one
House with a home Lot bounded upon the Hollow Southwest
[being the late Cashow Place]. He hath moreover ten acres
of planting land at the bottom of the ‘Indian field bounded

- East by Sagamore Hill and the River on the West side.”
~ This Sagamore Hill is Jjust east of and above the Mill Neck
R. R. Station. In the way of restitution permit me here to
say that the territory generaly known as Mill Neck was not
50 called by reason of the mill on the west side thereof built
in 1694 by Henry Townsend, Jr., John Feckes of Matinecock,
.. 8nd Samuel and William Birdsall, but so named from the
* stream running down from Norwich through the Mill River
.~ Hollow to the Townsend Mill at Oyster Bay established about
.. 1660 on the east side of the Neck.
. Roger’s Canoe Hollow was on the north end of the Mill
" River Neck down by the shore of the part of the creek above
~ the Bridge called the “Gut.” Here it is supposed that Roger,
- one of the Indian Proprietors, laid his canoe up for the winter.
Beaver Swamp River as a local designation succeeded to
- Papa-quatunck River, applying as far north as Stephen’s
Point, the northwest end of the Mill River Neck, and southerly
up the valley as Beaver Brook and Beaver Swamp Hollow now-

e
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known as Brookville. This ancient settlement. was at one time

called “Wolverhampton” by Daniel and Abraham Underhill in-

remembrance of the seat of the Underhill family in old England.
. This euphonious designation being . evidently unpopular, ijt

would seem that by a process of combination and partial elim-

ination of Wolverhampton and Beaver Swamp Hollow, there

was effected a resultant name of “Wolver Hollow,” which per-

the intermittent stream which, rising at about Suscoe’s Wig-
Wwam, meanders down the valley finally to unite with Beaver
Brook, the headwaters of the Mill Neck Club Preserves.

Suscoe’s or Suckscall’s Wigwam was on the east side of the
,Yoad through the Hollow on property formerly known as the
Maybee Place, heing adjacent to a collection of living springs
some time during English occupation reserved for public use
as a watering place for the People of the town. The Wigwam
was probably one of the “winter houses” constructed for use
of several families under one roof with common use of fire and
‘conveniences. - Their summer residences were probably detached

. and .portable, located near the salt water as evidenced by the
remains of their bivalve feasts. - :

The Shu, Shoo, Shoe as we know it by varied orthography
was at a point on the Beaver Swamp River where the ancient

path from the Town to Matinecock or Musketa Cove crossed -

the stream, shown now by a little island In the midst of the
pond opposite the Mill Neck clubhouse. The appellation is
supposed to derive from the following names conditions, to wit:
The stream which reaching this point had been running north-
. easterly then changes to northwesterly with considerable in-
-crease of declivity thus creating a situation known op other
rivers as.a “Chute or Shute.” '

. Isaac’ Horner was- granted by ye Town in 1677-8 and again
in 1684-5 ye priviledge of ye stream at’ ye Beaver Swamp by ye:
Sho, so called, to set up'a.'Ft'llling Mill &c., &c. Sundry other
. adventurers made further improvements, also John Dewsbury
built a brick house and, failing in business, merited the remon~
strance of his Quaker brethren because. of “his’ oytrunning jn
extravagancy.” B PR T



The Piping Rock s on the north side of the footway from

" the town to Musketa Cove‘by way of the Shu, so called, situate
- :at or near the southeast corner of My, Pate’s Property and
' just opposite to the entrance of what was formerly Isaac

Thbrne’s Lane. ' In none of the sundry appearances of the

- Phrase on the town records as “the piping Rock is there any
clue to the derivation Or meaning, but in one rendering as “the

Pipe and tree Rock” there seems to be possible ground for the

tradition that here the Indians and the settlers smoked the
- “pipeof peace.”

Matinecock?Meeting' House was built jn 1725, and the Bury-
ing Place -established the same year. Friends® meetings had

“‘been Previously held at the houses of Mattheyw Priar, James

Cock and John Feke.

_ Littl_ewqrth is on east side of Hempstead Harbor being  a

 tract within the original Musketa Cove Purchase which the

&

. Indians resold to . Richard Kirby‘,‘_ George Downing, . Jaeob

:’
@
£t
g

v

1]3_1_',_091;i;1g .@il}i:Rthl't' Godfree. - The origin of the name is un-

-known unless it be a modification of Lutterworth, It js now g

fpgé,i_'adoki'cal.:_ )

Musketé, Cb%re’: ﬁas'_ not so called by reason of any unusual

‘Prevalence at that place of the genus Culex, which is said to be
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so anpoying to some of its neighbors, but takes it from a de-
scriptive term in the Indian tongue signifying “Grassy Flats”
evidenced in the salt meadows below the site of the old starch
factory, in the name of Muscoota in Harlem Flats, at the Mus-
coot Reservoir, in upper Westchester County, and the Muske-
taquid River at Concord, Mass. But the implication carried in
the name convinced the natives.in 1834 that a change would
be advantageous, so the town was rechristened Glen Cove.
Buckram, as a designation of the territory now known as
Locust Valley, first appears of record in 1730 as applied to the
lot next. west of John Bayles, and persisted until 1856, in
which year a neighborhood meeting called for the purpose,
..changed the name of the Post Office to Locust Valley. The
reasons for which were the detrimental character of the an-
cient name and the peculiar propriety of the one proposed,
because of the abundance hereabouts of the noble tree, Robinia
Pseudacacia conimonly called “Locust” which, by the way, was
not indigenous to Long Island the first seeds or saplings hav-
ing been brought hither from Virginia by Captain John Sands
about 1700. Not having learned of any more credible theory
of the origin of the use of the name Buckram in this locality, I
will venture to suggest that it was a modification of “Bucken-
ham,” a town in the County of Norfolk, England, where it is
shown in Blomefield’s History that sundry members of the Cock
family held landed estates and official positions in the sixteenth
and seventeenth centuries. Now about 1730 there were resi-
dent in this vicinity Hezekiah Cock, ancestor of Hon. Town-
send D. Cock, and John Cock, whose dwelling and store was on
the site of the present residence of John Bayles, and they
being grandsons of our immigrant ancestor James Cock, it is

within the bounds of probability that they may have used the -

name in remembrance of an ancestral home in Old England.
Chagechagon or Chagon Swamp was the designation of the
valley appearing on the records both before and after the use
of Buckram. g
The brook of the same name has its first appearance above

ground south of the Fitzhugh Smith Place, and with occasional -

subterraneous excursions winds its way down the Valley and
falls into Kantuck. This name is doubtless in some way. con-
nected with Chagechagon, alias Quaropin, one of the “Chief

: i e S
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Proprietors” of land upon Matinecock whose signature often
appears in conveyances to the English. t

The earliest of the Highways in old Matinecock seems to
have been thatvof “Feke’s Lane,” first opened for use under an

agreement between John Feke, and Steven and Henry Birdsall,

John Priar, William Hawxhurst and Samuel and Joseph Weeks
wherein John Feke ceded to the other parties all right, title and
interest he had in a piece of land between the Rere (or south
end) of their lots and Chagechagon Brook and promised to
warrant and defend by virtue of a Deed made by ye Indians to
Capt. John Underhill &c. &c. In return the other parties grant
to John Feke an open two rod road “cross our Lotts.” This
was regularly laid out in 1780 by Joseph Dickinson and Samuel
Macoune, to begin at the head or west end of Feake’s Lane, so
called, or at Watinecock Road anad to Tun as ye way now goes,
two (2) Rods wide unto ye said Feake’s Mill thence to Oyster
Bay as ye Wway now goes by ye house of Absalom Townsend

between ye Clefts to ye Beach and so along shore into ye Town
~ two rods wide allowing good swinging gates on each side of
ye Salt meadow; and Robert Feakes may have a gate on ye
west side and Robert Townsend shall keep a gate on ye East
+ side of his land. Laid out by consent of Robert Feakes, Rob-

~ ert Townsend and Samuel Weeks, - The signatures of the Fam-
ily seem to have been “Feake” by the immigrant Lieut. Robert,
but “Feke” by his descendants down to about 1820, after which
the phonetic rendering as “Feeks” obtained general currency,
showing the tendency in colloguial usage to apply the plural
termination as in Cock, Cole and Wick. '

In 1699 was laid out a highway from ye Mill (at Oyster

. Bay) to ye Shoo Brook and so to Matinecock, and so around

to Hog Island as ye path now goes six (6) Rods wide through-

- out and also from ye said Highway as ye way goes to Musketa
%, Cove six (6) rods wide. _
Lai Highways laid out in the old Purchase of Matinecock by the -

£ Proprietors thereof, are ordered as followeth:—From ye high-
way that goes by Joseph Weeks senior’s Westward between
John Priar and Mott’s (now W. C. Townsend and Cravath)
lands, so up the Hollow (some time called Horse Hollow) as
the way goeth until it comes to Josias (now or late Edward)
Latten’ land and so up along Latten’s (now Hooper’s) land
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till it comes to Musketa Cove land. Six (6) rods wide thr ough-
out. t

- In 17 08 this was resurveyed and laid out by County Com-
" missioners. Beginning at Joseph Weeks’ corner and runs west-
erly by the School House till it comes to William Frost’s land
four rods wide or as it stands by marked trees; then southerly
between William Frost’s land and John Prior’s land and so
westerly across a corner of said Frost’s land as it stands by
marked trees till it comes to the South Path and so westerly
until it comes to the end of Pudding Lane as it stands by
marked trees and northerly up the Lane to.Aaron Forman’s
land; the heap of stones to be the middle of the Highway at
the south end and the Peach tree at the north end: then it
runs westerly ‘between Aaron Forman and Josias Latting’s
land as the nghway now runs. and so westerly across James
Sands his land as it stands by marked tree and across lands of
Aaron Forman and William Frost and then westerly till you
come to James Sands land four rods wide from the two trees
that are marked and northward along the place to the Widow
Burroughs® land and Landing Place as it stands by marked
trees. . Memorandum—that James Sands and the Widow Bur-
roughs are allowed to have swinging gates on the West side
of the Island Swamp Brook upon their own charge.

~ Highway from the above said road at the south end of Aaron
Forman’s land, southerly along to the brow of the hill and so’
eastward to John Priat’s land and so along the South end of
Priar’s land to the Highway from Oyster Bay to Matinecock.

In a further memorandum it is noted that the way eastward
on ‘the Southside of Lot 16, which was Birch Hill, should be
three rods wide. '

Highway ordered six (6) rods wide from William Frost’s
Burs as ye way now runs Southward by John Townsend’s land
- (near Meeting House) to Isalah Hamsons (at Susco’s Wig-
wam) and so to Jericho.

nghway ordered to run from Joseph Weeks Jun’rs House

. (Dauvis corner) ‘up along the North side of Chagechagon
Swamp until it comes to ye highway from Matinecock yt goes
South (to ye Meeting House) 4 Rods wide throughout. i
‘Sheep Land was first laid out in 1784-5 by the Proprietors
of ‘Matinecock Common Lands preliminary to their allotment
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: . down to the two rockg on
of the meadow at Frost Creek, with thgf@dnsént of the
as voted i'n T('J_Wn;_ Meeting, .Granted'the whole and
sole right of keeping and employing a Ferry from ye Township

send, David Valentine, Wright Frost and Daniel Cock and
their assigns forever, &e, &e. )

It appears that Thomas Jones soon became the sole owner
and purchased three ‘acres of land about where the Firling



