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The house was very small at the beginning, only 15'x
18°', having one room downstairs and a staircase to the

second floor., The upstairs contained 2 small rooms with
the Passageway against the north wall.

Elija Mitchell was married to Anjalina Tilley, 1798-
1865, daughter of David Tilley. (Some of the Matinecock
Tilleys are said to be Mayflower descendants). In the
Locust Valley Cemetery on the tall granite monument, her

name is spelled "Anjalina", and on a fallen, worn marble
stone it is spelled Angelina”.

Elija Mitchell was Captain of the Sloop Amphebus in
1824 and later the Sloop Pacific. His ship carried street
manure from New York City to the farms on Long Island, and
also other freight as listed in a manifest from 1826-1830,

Their son, James Tilley Mitchell was born in 1826, and
Elija received a bill from Lot Cornelius for "1 Quarter
Tuition of Son James, Matinecock, Nov. 5th, 1836: $2.00."

Elija Mitchell is noted in the O.B. Town Records as
being Overseer of Highways 1842-1844 and 1849-1851. He also

farmed his considerable acreage located between Feeks Lane
and Oyster Bay Road.

2nd generation

James Tilley Mitchell, 1826-1912, married in 1850 Mary
Le Breton (as spelled in the old letters and papers, Le
Briton on the granite tombstone), 1830-1905. Herp .
grandfather was Nathan Sanford, Chancellor of the State of
New York and a United States Senator. Mary Le Breton

gain custody of a sister know
alleged lunatic. (But that's another story)

They had five sons,
Valley Cemetery:

1. Charles Edward Mitchell, 1851-1905, who was named

after two uncles., 1In 1884, he married Mary E. Mapother,
1853-1897.

2. Elija J. Mitchell, 1853-1887, named after his
grandfather,

3. James Tilley Mitchell, Jr, 1858-1926, named after
his father, married Cecilia A They had a son Elija
J. Mitchell, 1889-1918, and a daughter, Angelina.

all now buried in the Locust



4. William Green Mitchell, 1862-1932,
father's sister's husband, Their son, Willijam Hudson
Mitchell, 1889-1958, was the next to inhabit the house.

5. Benjamin LeBreton Mitchell, 1866-1938, named after
his mother's uncle, married Mae Embre Seaman, 1886-19g7.

named after his
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Along with being a farmer, James T. must have also

been an entrepreneur-—see the purchase of the patent of a
washing machine in 1877.

(My mother, Gertrude Miller Layton, attended school in
Locust Valley in 1903, and she said that she had been a
good friend of Angelina Mitchell who lived on Feeks Lane..
After school, they would take a shortcut through' the
grandfather's property. If he caught them, he would always
give the two little nine Year old girls a hard time,
[Mother saig that he was 3 grouch] but it must have been a
gamé——they kept trying to sneak through. She also told me
that he was nicknamed "Coot", but didn't know why).

Fourth generation

James T. Mitchell died in 1912, the house being next
owned by his grandson, W. Hudson Mitchell, a talented
architect. For some unknown reason, ownership Passed over
James T.'s sons, The remainder of the property was divided
among other heirs, who together formed a corporation.

A survey map of the farm, dated 1929, shows 37.097
acres, extending from Feeks Lane, around the settlement on
the Wright farm known as "Under the Maples Park", south
almost to Oyster Bay Road. There was a line of houses
along the north side of Oyster Bay Road, and the farm ended
just in back of them, about 400’ south of Valley Avenue.
The eastern border was 300' east of the pPresent Coot Road.

In 1934, Mitchell Estate, Inc., laid out the
development around Midway Ave,, showing Mitchell St.,
LeBritton St., and Valley Avenue

In the late 1930s, the Mitchell house underwent two
more additions. Hudson Mitchell added a two car garage to



the east end of the house, and after the barn blew down in
the 1938 hurricane, he used the lumber to build an office.

In 1944, the Corporation proposed to cut a road
through from Feeks Lane to Maple Avenue. By 1948 the road
construction was underway and building lots were being sold
on the west side of the road. It was named "Coot Road".

In the 1950s, he sold the.property to the north and south
of the farm—house, retaining 1.6 acres for himself.

Hudson Mitchell died in 1958, The homestead was left
for the use of his wife, Edith Sawyer Mitchell, for as long
as she needed it,. Eventually, Joseph Lippert Sr., a
widower, married the Widow Mitchell and they lived happily
next door to us for many years. At this date, January 1996,
Edith Mitchell Lippert is 98§ Years old and is living in a

nursing home in Virginia. She receives the income from the
rental of the house.

Upon her Passing, the Property is to then go to Hudson

Mitchell's daughter from a previous marriage and if she is
deceased, to the daughter's heirs.

Researched by
Mary Jane and Joseph Lippert, Jr.
Locust Valley, New York
January 1996
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