In the late 1940s, Annie DeVoe James, (Mrs. Andrew

James), 1883-1959, wrote the articles "HISTORICAL FACTS
GATHERED AND RELEASED, Kentuck Lane at Mill Neck", and
"Feeks Lane".

Mrs. James was the aunt of Mrs. Alfred Meyer,Sr. of
Locust Valley, New York. Mentioned in this account are
Mrs. Meyer's grandmother, Susie Hanophy, and her great-
grandparents, Ann and Michel Hanophy.

Donated to the Locust Valley Historical Society on

December 8, 1995 by Mrs. Alfred Meyer of 25 Matinecock
Lane, Locust Valley, New York.
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a_Saw Mill on Beaver Swamp Creek with Henry Townsend, Sam Birdsall, and:

“In the year 1730, at the request or a number of freeholders of
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:=¢3D10kinson ‘and’ Semuel Macone commiasioners of" highwass. dewf?”
"It was to bezin ot the westend of Feek's Cartway so called, of'
.at the Hutinecock Road, snd so to run es the way tnen went t%o rods in_

'
v'ﬁ,‘ oot

widtn down to Feeks' hone?tead and then over the m

"It was &llowed, that there would be & £00d swinging g=te set up

at each end of the Salt. ‘Meadow, that Robert Feeks could keep the gate at the

. westend of his land, namely, Feeks Lane. o
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He wes a Blacksmith by trade-

band of Clemence Ludlam.’
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w the rear of the homestead._ He wag also a surveyor and an leer of ‘the | . .-al
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'one-half share of Grist Milliwith underst

iwith the privilebe of daming where the di;l Dam now ie,

. REERTr

Cocks family for meny yeers. The Allen end Cocks Cemetery was just in

; beck of this old mill, it hed many very old stone markers.
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'?Captain John Underhiil 18 buried.;hTﬁéﬁpié ﬁé@g&_“”'f:

the yezr 1290 when Ben Downing boug aht and turned it invto a Holiday Home

for girls; this burned December 25, 1911.
» "The old nill. wes pulled down. in the summer. of 1902, end I believof




Brook, Frances Pond, Chichagen, and Factory Pond in the early years,
f ey S

“when’ Nill Neck wa‘s a'" flourishing coxmnunity both in farming and wanu~

There were Su" 'nilla, cider milla, grigt mill ’- i‘ull:l.ng mill,

pape: mili

Fg f 5 A 4;».,""‘5-'- 3 ‘;Q"'
.and Looust. Valley ia on the north aide of the .road.goingvtro:n -_Oyater'

families in this section.

."These are some of the chenges of the past 273 years. \%hat will
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N t.he‘coming yeara tell of t.ho oountry side around Mil}. Neck?

'informe.tion wag gathered and 'prepnred by ‘Mrs, Andrew Jeries)
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HISTORICAL FACTS GATHERED AND RELEASED
BY MiS. ANDREW JAMES

Kentuck Lane at Mill Neck

Far back in my musing my thoughts have been cast to the placé where
the hours of iy childhood were passed.

Mill Neck at one time was a very industrious center with mills and
factories of all kinds and also boat landings,

The nare Kentuck ‘s probably a corrupted Indian name, taken from the
river which bounded tne first purchase of Oyster Bay on the westside called
Fapaguetuck (Page 334 Oyster Bay Records, Vol, I) now known as the Shu or

Beaver Brook,

Kentuck has always heen a private lane connecting Buckram Road and Feeks

Lane, the uprer end was to lead from Buckram to Samson Hawxhurst house and ]
saw mill and from there te the salt meadow through which the Papaquetuck flows, ‘
this is where the railroad now goes ‘hrough,  This mill, built in the early

1700's, was later cwned by Sam Cock and then in the year 1849 it was purchased
by Ben Seecker, He operated both a cider mill and a saw mill, These mills
were not located on what is now krown as Kentuck Pond, but on the upper pond
which was dug ard damed for the Smnmmf’hwndmrqt mill further to the southwest,

On this section of the lane there is to be found the old Tilley Cemetery 7-~
with many old stones, /

On June 21, 1788, Charles Feeks and his wife Cathron sold to Dan Cock, Jr,,
a piece of land lying between Mill Neck and Buckram below the mill that Samson
Hawxhurst formerly owned and later ownad by Sam Cocks, Jr., on the brook known

by the name Chikgoon Brook, or Chickhagen, this land included all swamps and

‘ag much upland adjoining, as a mill pond woeuld cover, (Pages 686-691, Vol, 4).

Privilege was given to Dan Cocks, Jr., te dig earth from the north and northeast
to build a md1l dam and st all times a orivilege to cart dirt and earth to repair
said mill dam, with sufficient space tO'drive around and along side of his bolting
nill thru Charles Feeks land %o Feeks! landlng below the Old Blacksmith Shop,
This was to be a gated road for private use only,

On February 27, 1792, Dan Cock and wife Roseannsh sold to Sam Cock for
sum of two hundred pounds, the Boulting mill with all privileges granted to
him by Charles Feeks with the understanding that the said Dan Cock could use

‘the Private Lane, This mill was on what is now known as Kentuck Pond,
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HISTORICAL FAGTS GATHERED }hD RELEA;ED

BY MRS. ANDREW JAMES

Kentuck Lene £t Mill Neck
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Far beck in my musing, my thoughts have been cast to the place

where the hours of my chidhood were passed. °

Mill neck &t cne time wes o very industricus center with mills

and factories of 11 kinds end also boat landings.

The name Kentuck is probebly a corrupted Indien neme, teken from

the river which bounded the first purchase of Oyster Bay on the westside

czlled Pepaquetuck (Page 334 Oyster Bey Records, Vol.

I) now known ag -
the Shu or Beaver Brook.

Kentuck hes always been 2 private lane connecting Buckram Roaa

end Feeks Lane, the upper end was to leed from Buckrsn to Semson Hawx-

hurst house and sew 1nill end from there to the szlt meadow~through which

the Pepaquetuck flows, this is where the reilroad now goes throuqh. This

mill, built in the early 1700's, was later owned by Sam Cock and then in
the year 1849 it was purchased by Ben Seecker. He opérated both 2 cider

mill end & saw mill. These mills were‘nOt loceted on whet is now known

as Kentuck Pond, but on the ubper pond whick was: ‘dug end damed for the

Samson Hawxhurst mill further to the southwest. On this section of the

lane there is to be found the old Tilley Cemetery w1tn many olad °tones.

On June 21, 1788, Charles Feeks end his wife Cathron solé to Dan

Cock, Jr., e piece of lend lying between Mill Necl end Buckram below

the mill thsat Samson‘Hawxhurst formerly owned end leter owned by Sam

Cocks, Jr., on the brook lmowm by the neme of Chikgoon Brook, or

Chickh&gan, this land includeé €ll swamps and as much uplend zdjoining,

-




- |

as a mill could cover. (Pages 686-€91, Vol. 4).

to Dan Cocks,

Privilege wes given

Jr., to dig earth from the north &and northeast to build a
mill dem end at ell times & privilege to csrt dirt sng earth to repair

‘said mill dam, with sufficient space to drivg arownd and slong side of his

bolting.mill end to meke a trench from the mill to the Crook in said Bfook

elso the privileoe of & road sufficient to cart from seid mill thru Charles

Feeks land to Feeks' landing below the 0ld Blacksmlth Shop. This was to be

a gated road for private use only. —

On February 27, 1792, Dan Cock end wife Roseanneh s0ld to Sam Cock

for sum of two hundred pounds, the Boulting mill with ell privileges grente

to him by Charles Feeks with the understending that the said Den Cock could

use the Privete Lene. This mill was on what is now known as Kentuck Pond.

In the yeer 1889, the railroad was cut through from Locust Velley to

OYSter Bay, it crossed the Kentuck Pond and the first stetion wes loceated &

the pond znd was called Beyville. A stranger erriving at this station at €

late hour &nd thinking he was et Bayville received a big surprise, being

three or four miles from Beyville.

Later the’station was moved further to the esst where it now stends

and was celled Mill Neck. Kentuck Lene hes not changed in width from the

§ . ‘ :
first but I can remember when 2t -every turn in the rozd there was a clear-

ing so that a horse &nad cerriege could turn out for the other to pess.
The bushes and trees were always trimmed so as not to herm the

beeutiful cerrieges that would €o through in the summer, snd in the winter

the horse and sleighs with their bells could ke heerd.
In the spring there wes good trout fishing in the Kentuck Pond and

in the winter the people ceme from far end near to skate end cut ice from
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~ about two acres of land with the house,

end smezll ones to be used for s=zlt.

the Pond.

In the year 1886, my grendmother, Ann Henophy, bought of John Shils
the farm at Kentuck Pond, now owned by F. Coit Johnson.

As e little girl I lived &t the house #t the pond that was owned by
my grandparents, Michel and Ann Hanophy. The Hanophy Homesteed wes at
the north end of the Lane in the house they called "Meadow Side" then

overlooking the salt meadow, now Beaver Leke, this is not the first house

thet wes built on this site. There was a very old, long, low house stand-’

ing where the present house now stends, it was pulled down in 1878. I do

not know from whom the place was bought in the early 1850'54' There were

ice house, barns, pig pens snd

chicken house, all near the edge of the meadow. When the tide was high

the water would come up to the barns end cover the salt meadow so it

looked exactly as it does today.

Grendfather Hanophy was 2 wood turner by trade as well as a farmer,

énd in the winter when the farm work was done he would turn out the

nicest wooden bowls of all éhapes'such as butter bowls, chopping bowls,

He hed his shop &t the edge of the
woods on the side where the very steep hill is, we cslled that hill
Claterbuck. I‘ho not know why it was so nemed.

[ <

Betveen this ﬁi&ce and the corner of the barn was & toll gete and
when my mother, Susie Hanophy, wes & young girl, she would run and open
the gate for the carrisges and horseback riders when they would come by.
The Lane then went by a boiling spring and a little old house that Feeks

ceélled the Shenty. There was also & gate at the north end near the old
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Feeks Homestead leter known as the Ben Dovming

Holiday House.. This -

house was on the corner of Feeks Lane end Factory Pond Road, it burnegd

down on Christmas afternoon in 1911.
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