3. Source Notes 7-10 . ’ . l

The Settlers

Long Island Discovery, Seon Manley, Doubleday, Garden
City, New York; the legal cases of Underhill v. Saxton 15 App .
Div. 263 (1897), and Stehli, 208 app. Div. 728; Colonial New York,
Mich. Kamman, Krauss Thomson Ltd. Milwood, NY; Exploring Long
Island, J.J. Leitch, Jr.; Noble, NY; Long Island's Story,
B. Marshall; I. Friedman Inc., Pt. Washington, NY; visit to
Raynham Hall.

4. Source Notes 6, 11, 13-33

Farming Period

Interviews with Mr. Joseph Curtis (twice); Mrs. Fran. Dudgeon,
Mrs. Simon, Mrs. Kohler, Mr. Townsend and Mr. C. Thompson; Map
of Queens County - Locust Valley, 1870.

5. Source Notes 1-5, 12

Estates

The Mansions of Long Island's Gold Coast, M. Randall,
Hastings House, N.Y.; Our Fabled Past, the Locust Valley
Leader; Detour for Power, The Power, Broker B. Caro.

6. Source Notes

The North Shore Today

New York Village Law; interviews with Richard Kelly,
attorney, and Consuelo Baehr, author; Nassau County Telephone
Book; Locust Valley Public Library files and microfilm;
Bayville Museum.



SOURCE NOTES

1. The Ice Age

The New Book of Knowledge, Grolier Inc. New York;
Long Island Discovery - an adventure into the History, Manners
and Mores of America's Front Porch - by Seon Manley; Doubleday -
Garden City, New York; Life and Death of the Salt Marsh, Teal,
Audobon/Ballantine Book - New York.

2. Source Notes 1-5

The Indians of the North Shore of Eastern Nassau County

An interview with Mr. Ronald White, Director of the Nassau
County Indian Museum at Garvies Point Glen Cove, L.I. and
exhibits at museum; "Indian Archeology of L.I. Garvies Point
Pamphlet #17. Suggs, the Archeology of New York; and The
Fabled Past, Edith H. Wyckoff - indicate the customs and habits
to recognize places such as Garvies Point, where the Indians lived.

It is believed Indians lived on the North Shore since
shortly after the Ice Age, about 12,000 B.C., and most definitely
from about 2,000 B.cC. Yet the earliest findings of fluted
arrowheads, shellfish, tools, etc. of the Matinecocks are from

1,000 A.D. The Matinecocks were part of the Algonquin nation
of the Atlantic coast. ,

The diorama at Garvies Point shows that the Indians lived
in wigwams with rounded ceilings covered with large strips of
bark to protect from the elements,

The Matinecocks, like the other dozen tribes which made
up the Montauk Confederacy of L.I., migrated with the Seasons.
They followed the deer, berry season, etc. and returned home
to the north shore campsites, at Garvies Point, Frost Creek,
Mill Neck Creek and Oyster Bay hamlet on a regular basis. This
was called the "rounds cycle" where shellfishing (for food and
wampum) and seining (catching fish in the outgoing tidal circle
by net) provided a great abundance of food and shells.

There is not more published about probable Indian sites

because of a desire to avoid public disturbance of many of these
locations.
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The Ice Age
Over twelve-thousand years ago, tons of ice cut through

mountains and moved earth on its journey south from the

Arctic regions. It left sand and stones at the Atlantic

Ocean's edge which formed Long Island.

The higher, rockier, northern edge of this glacier's
debris, is called the Harbor Hill Moraine. It is the north
shore of Long Island and its land is hilly and rocky com-

pared to the flat, sandy south shore.

Marsh plants, grass and trees grew and thus life

began in our region.

The Indian

About ten-thousand years ago, the Indians came to Long
Island. By the time the first settlers arrived, over 300

years ago, there were thousands of Indians in a 13 tribe

confederation.

On the north-eastern shore of Nassau County, the tribe

was the Matinecock.

During the Ice Age, the Indians walked from Asia to

North America across the Bering Straits.

Pax
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The Indians, like the European settlers, looked for
fresh water, food from animals, vegetation, fish, shellfish,
and protection from the wind and elements. The Sound was
the first Long Island Expressway for Indian canoes which

regularly visited Connecticut across the sound.

We believe the Matinecocks lived in places such as

Frost Creek, Mill Neck Creek and Garvies Point because of

the higher land, protection of trees, available game,

berries, land for planting crops, and most especially shell-

fish, fish and the access to the Sound.

It is said that Planting Fields was the very ground
where the Matinecocks came in the spring to plant and harvest

their food for their "trying" winter.

The Settlers

In 1609 Long Island appeared to Henry Hudson as a hugh
fish, "with its blunt head at New York Bay and the two flukes
of its tail stretching east to Orient Point on the north and

Montauk Point on the south."

The Dutch settled in New Amsterdam (presently New York

City) in the early 1600's and claimed all of Long Island.



In the 1640's, Captain John Underhill, an Englishman,
commanded Dutch military forces, including English militia

in conquering the Indians on Long Island.

In 1660, the British took control of New York and

Long Island.

Underhill married Elizabeth Feake, daughter of English

Governor John Winthrop.

In 1667, the Indians deeded Underhill the neighboring
land which comprises part of the north shore: "as far as

the meadows touch the sound." (Beach not included)

The Kind of England granted what we know as New York

to the Duke of York, who appointed Edmund Andros Governor.

Andros gave land grants (called Andros patents) to
various towns. One of these land grants that was obtained
from Andros became the Town of Oyster Bay '"from the head

of Hempstead Harbor eastly along the sound to Cold Spring."

In Oyster Bay, Mbsquitoe’(Glen)Cove)and neighboring
towns) smuggling flourished in order to avoid the Kings duty

on goods exported from New York Harbor,

Many Quakers settled in this area and built a meeting

house in 1725 which still stands today at the corner of



Duck Pond Road and Piping Rock Road.

Clamming)frolics and turtle feasts were favorite pastimes

for young adults in colonial times.

The Farming Period

Long Island farmers used bees for making their honey
as well as wax for making their candles. Bear, moose and

deer fat were also used for making candles.

Long Island was an excellent place to raise sheep,
cattle and hogs because of its lush grass plains; and it was
superb for growing watermelons, strawberries, cherries, onions,
corn and asparagus. Asparagus was the chiefgvegetable grown

on farms in the Locust Valley area during the 1800's,

Feeks Lane, leading to Mill Neck Creek, was one of the

earliest roads in Locust Valley and was probably originally

an Indian trail. V//
Mills were built on the Mill Neck Creek in the 1700's and
on nearby Francis Pond in the early 1800's. This is the area

surrounding Beaver Dam. Nearby Factory Pond Road had factories

on it and mills.

Behind Buckram Road, from Davis to Ryefield Roads was

an onion and asparagus farm owned by Mr. Williams and Mr. Burgess.



Duck Pond Road and Piping Rock Road.

Clamming}frolics and turtle feasts were favorite pastimes

for young adults in colonial times.

The Farming Period

Long Island farmers used bees for making their honey
as well as wax for making their candles. Bear, moose and

deer fat were also used for making candles.

Long Island was an excellent place to raise sheep,
cattle and hogs because of its lush grass plains; and it was
superb for growing watermelons, étrawberries, cherries, onions,
corn and asparagus. Asparagus was the chief[vegetable grown

on farms in the Locust Valley area during the 1800's,

Feeks Lane, leading to Mill Neck Creek, was one of the
earliest roads in Locust Valley and was probably originally
an Indian trail.

Mills were built on the Mill Neck Creek in the 1700's and
on nearby Francis Pond in the early 1800's, This is the area
surrounding Beaver Dam. Nearby Factory Pond Road had factories

on it and mills.

Behind Buckram Road, from Davis to Ryefield Roads was

an onion and asparagus farm owned by Mr. Williams and Mr. Burgess.



These vegetables were canned at what is now the

Greenville Bakers Boys Club athletic field.

v

In addition to farms, a cannery, and a cider and grist

mills, there were churches, a school building from 1801,

a library, a firehouse, the constantly moving Post Office,

meeting places, dance halls, the barber who pulled teeth,

and open outdoors that still existed in the 1800's.

Many buildings from the 17th and 18th centuries
stand today on Buckram Road and Oyster Bay Road that

busy center of the town, then known as Buckram.

The Gold Coast

Around 1880, many businesses had moved up to be

the L. I. Railroad Station depot. Birch Hill became

center of town.

still

was the

near

the

By the turn of the century, a large number of magnificent

estates and country clubs were built on this most beautiful

part of Long Island. You can still see this period of

architecture surrounding us, as well as buildings of

early 19th century still in use.

North Shore Today

the

Lattingtown was incorporated as a village in 1931 and



Matinecock in 1928 as were a dozen other north shore villages.

This provided local government control over the use of the land.

Locust Valley, however, remains an unincorporated area.
Locust Valley and its surrounding communities are all part

of the Town of Oyster Bay, County of Nassau.

Residents of Locust Valley successfully resisted unwanted
changes in their life and community. In the 1970's, the
community united to defeat a proposed bridge from Oyster Bay
to Rye. Clubs and individuals deeded land located on the
Sound, under Frost and Mill Neck Creeks to the U. S. Department
of the Interior for migratory birds to prevent New York State

from building the bridge.

On the following pages you can visually walk the roads

of our heritage, and visit many of its sites, past and present.
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Frost Creek

A probable Indian site. About 1900 it became '"Meudon"
the 300 acre, 80 room Guthrie Estate; he boucght and
demolished 60 houses and stores that comprised most of

Lattingtown.

You can still see the ruins of the estate and the
original bathhouse built in 1907. It is presently

Lattingtown Harbor.




2, Peacock Point

Is also a probable Indian site.

In the late 1800's it became the Dudgeon home. In the

early 1900's the Davison Estate was built on the Sound and

still occupies the site.
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Ormston

The Aldred Estate. He bought Lattingtown with
Guthrie. (The Pratt Estates were located across Lattinatown

Road.) It is now St. Josephatt's Monestery.
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Lattingtown Chapel

located on Lattingtown Road ne

1r Peacock

<

It was

Point about 1890.
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