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Mrs. King Describes Distribution

Of Clothing In Ste. Mere Eglise
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A snapshot showing the clothing from Locust Va'ley when it arrived in
Ste Mere Eglise. .

Describing a trip to Europe this
summer, Mrs. Isabella Greenway
King, addressing the Locust Valley
Woman's Club on Thursday night
told how she, her son and another
American arrived in Ste. Mere
Eglise entirely by accident on the
Sunday that the distribution was be-
ing made of the clothing and candy
which had been sent there by Locust
Valley. Speaking in a simple but dra-
matic way, Mrs. King told a story
that moved some members of her au-
dience to tears. They were reluetant
to let her go and expressed the de-
sire to hear her again when time was
not so short,

Mrs. King, who is the mother of
Mrs. Charles Breasted, presdient of
Operation Democracy in Locust Val-
ley which has affiliated itself with
Ste. Mere Eglise, a small French
town, said that she had gone to
Europe in an unofficial capacity to

_See many of the towns which have

come under the national Opeartion
Democracy now working with 84 dif-
ferent towns. Because Locust Valley

was close to her heart, she was sav-
ing Ste. Mere Eglise for a special
visit. Consequently Sunday was
chosen as a likely day to make the
visit but when that day arrived it
was pouring rain. Nevertheless, the
three travelers went to Ste. Mere
Eglise. They drove down the long
road, that makes up the major part
of the village without finding even
one person. As the complete deser-
tion of the town became more appar-
ent and the rain continued to fall
heavily, the trio became depressed
for this seemed like a town with no
inhabitants. Finally seeing a small
drinking place, they decided to go in.
Sitt'ng at a table were two men,
veterans of World War II—one with-
out a leg; the other blinded in one
eye. In answer to questions, the two
vets said that everyone was at the
‘place’ getting the things from Lo-
cust Valley.

Directions

Eagerly receiving the offered di-
rections, the trio set out for a glor-
ified Quonset hut to which 800 men,
women and children had walked and
ridden bicycles from miles around
through the driving rain. When they
walked into the back of the packed,
dark room, Mrs. King said she was
$0 overcome with emotion she could

not speak On the stage 20 children
under five and dressed as sailors
were singing. Across the back of the
stage was a lovely altar cloth on
whieh had been painted in large red
letters the weards “Vive Locust Val-
ley.”” While she watchied the carefully

planned show, which incorporated

' many tributes to America and Lo~

cust Valley, Mrs, King realized it
had been palnned with no idea that
anyone from Locust Valleg ever
would see yet it was a tribute to our
town. It was some time before she
was able to collect herself sufficient-
ly to let her presence be known. Fin-
ally she was introduced to Mrs. Alex-
andre Renaud, wife of the chairman
of the French-American committee.
When Mrs. Renaud realized who Mrs.
King was she cried to the assembly:
“a miracle has happened.” Mrs. King
summoned the small amount of
French she could remember from
school days and spoke briefly after
which packages were distributed to
450 famnilies. All of the clothing had
been carefully sorted and wrapped
so that each family would get
what he needed and could wear. Un-
fortunately all the names had been
removed and put in a separate pile so
that donors cannot be thanked di-
rectly for their gift but it is expected
that thanks will come in increasing
quantity to Locust Valley and some
already have begun to come.

At the end of the distribution it
was announced that there either are
no old women in America or they do
not dress as old women should gnd so
there wag no clothing for any of the
old women but to them was given
candy. Thy received it like children

In many cases it was the first candy

they had had since the war. The re-
mainder of the candy was given to
the young people and then to those
in the middle. Mrs. King also pointed
out that many of our shoes were use-
less because everyone walks in Ste.
Mere Eglise and cannot get around
on the high heels American women
wear. However, many of these were
cut up by the local cobbler and made
into shoes for youngsters.

After the celebration which contin-
ued until 9 P. M, Mrs. King and her
two companions went to the Renaud
house. As they went to the house,
many residents went out in the rain
and cut roses which were sprinkled
on the streets in honor of Locust
Valley.

Invasion

In the Renaud house, the Ameri-
cans heard the story of a night in
June when the French were wonder-
ing what would happen next in the |
war which had kept them in slavery
for so long. That evening they look-
ed across the square and saw what
looked like hundreds of fire-flies.

Fearful of what the Germans were
up to now, they retreated to their
houses, closed the windows and
doors, pulled down the shades and
waited. When they awoke the next
morning they discovered that the
square wag swarming with American
soldiers. They were everywhere.
Some were dead, still in the trees
where they had fallen, some were
wounded but what had appeared to
be fire-flies the night before had

been the tips of hundreds of cigar-
ettes smoked by weary American
boys settling down in the Plaza for
the night. That day marked the lib-
eration of Ste. Mere Eglise—a day
they will never forget,

Much of the town still is in ruins,
including a large part of the church.
But under a part of the roof which
still acts as a shelter an artist has
replaced a strained glass window
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with an extraordinary scene. Of
huge dimensions, the new window,
pictures the Virgin Mary with the
‘Christ Child in her lap and all over |
the background, everywhere, are
American para-troopers dropping to
the ground. |
Mrs. King said that unless one sees
it himself, it is impossible for the
residents of Locust Valley to know
what they started last Thanksgiv-
ing when Operation Democracy was
begun here. Since that time the idea
has spread throughout the country
until now in addition to all other

Hal

town to town affiliations, there are
84 American towns working under
| Operation Democracy, which now is
the conceded clearing house ‘for town
to town affiliation. It has the sanc-
| tion of the State Department which
ig doing everything to help it and
every day the New York office is
swamped with requests for informa-
tionr and help.

Mrs. King also explained that the
residents of Ste. Mere Eglise feel
strongly the tie with Locust Valley,
not so much for the material goods
which they have received but for the
moral support which that friendship
offers.

A similar'talk was given on Thurs-
day afternoon before the student
bodv of the T.oenst Vallev Sohanl
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